SANDALWOOD WORK IN SPRIG

A pilot phase of SPRIG (South Pa-
cific Regional Initiative on Forest
Genetic Resources) ran for three years
from 1996 — 2000. This project was
funded by AusAID and implemented
by the Forestry Departments in Fiji,
Samoa, Solomon Islands, Tonga and
Vanuatu and an Australian consor-
tium comprising CSIRO Forestry &
Forest Products, Queensland Forest
Research Institute and Fortech. San-
dalwood is an economically impor-
tant, but threatened, indigenous tree in
Fiji, Tonga and Vanuatu. During
Phase 1, conservation and manage-
ment strategies were developed for
the two local species, viz. Santalum
yasi in Fiji & Tonga and S. austro-
caledonicum in Vanuatu.  These
strategies will continue to develop
over time and be progressively imple-
mented as resources allow. Copies of
these strategies are available from the
Australian SPRIG Project Office (see
contact details).

SPRIG Phase 2 is a five-year
AusAID-funded regional project in
the South Pacific which commenced
in May 2001. The project goal is “to
help Pacific Island countries con-
serve, improve and better promote the

wise use of the genetic resources of §

priority regional tree species to en-
hance environmental protection and

to promote economic and rural devel- [
The purpose of SPRIG g

opment”.
Phase 2 is “to strengthen the capacity
of the participating Departments and
Regional Organisations to conserve,
improve and better promote the wise
use of priority genetic resources in
order to promote sustainable rural

The five components of SPRIG 2 are:

1. Institutional strengthening and re-
gional networking,

2. Conservation and sustainable man-
agement of priority species,

3. Tree improvement,

4. Demonstrating linkages between
conservation, tree improvement
and enhanced rural incomes, and

5. Project Management.

The main work on sandalwood in
SPRIG Phase 2 will be in Compo-
nents 2 and 4. As part of Component
2, key elements of the sandalwood
conservation strategies will be imple-
mented, while in Component 4 three
ha of sandalwood seed stands/gene
conservation stands will be estab-
lished in each of Fiji, Tonga and
Vanuatu. Training will include a
short course in conservation of forest
genetic resources, including sandal-
wood, and forest biodiversity in

Vanuatu in June 2002.

Contacts for sandalwood work in
SPRIG Phase 2 are as follows:

Team Leader —-SPRIG Phase 2

Attn: Dr Lex Thomson

PO Box E4008, Kingston, ACT, 2600,
AUSTRALIA

Ph: +61-2-6281-8242

Fax: +61-2-6281-8266

E-mail: Lex. Thomson@csiro.au

Vegetative Propagation Specialist
Attn: Mr Ken Robson

Queensland Forestry Research

Inst, PO Box 629, Atherton, 4883, Qld,
AUSTRALIA

Ph: +61-7-4095-7506

Fax: +61-7-4095-7555

Email: robsonk@prose.dpi.qld.gov.au

Acting Principal Silviculturist

Attn: Mr Inoke Waiqolo
Silvicultural Research Division,

Dept of Forestry, PO Box 2218, Suva
REPUBLIC OF FLJI

Ph: +67-9-322-311

Fax: +67-9-320-380

E-mail: inoke@forestryresearch.gov.fj

SPRIG Project Country Manager
Attn: Mr Tevita Faka’osi

Forestry and Conservation Division,
Ministry of Agriculture & Forestry, PO
Box 14, Nuku’alofa

KINGDOM OF TONGA

Ph: +67-6-29-500

Fax: +67-6-24-271

E-mail: forestry@candw.to

B3 SPRIG Project Scientist
& Attn: Mr loan Viji

Department of Forests, Private Mail

i Bag 004, Luganville, Espiritu Santo

& REPUBLIC OF VANUATU

Ph: +67-8-36-616
Fax: +67-8-36-112

Sandalwood: a vital tree genetic resource for
sustainable rural development in the South
Pacific (Santalum yasi, Vanua Levu, Fiji).

development”. E-mail: sforestry@vanuatu.gov.vu



