


Dear continuing and prospective students

I enjoy coordinating block subjects immensely as it allows me to have the pleasure of interacting with our remarkable 
and high quality student body. The public health commitment of many of our students continues to impress me. I was 
particularly encouraged by the comments of many students who indicated that their studies with the School of Public 
Health, Tropical Medicine and Rehabilitation Sciences have made an enormous contribution to their professional lives.

I am heartened that our students are prepared to assist us in our quest to offer world-class education by making good 
recommendations on how subjects and courses may be further improved, and I can assure you that these ideas are 
being integrated into our ongoing curriculum review and quality improvement.  At the Anton Breinl Centre we aim to 
make a difference to health in the tropics through relevant and high quality public health workforce training and through 
using research to provide evidence to assist decision makers at all levels. Our success in achieving our mission is 
reflected by Manson’s Tropical Diseases 2003 (21st edition) listing the School of Public Health and Tropical Medicine, 
James Cook University as one of the eight recognised Schools of Tropical Medicine globally and only one of two on 
the list outside of Europe and the United States. 

Prospective students regularly ask me two questions:

"What are the advantages of postgraduate studies in public health and tropical medicine?"
"Why should I pursue these studies at JCU?"

Allow me to summarise my response. There is a growing appreciation that in the increasingly complex health 
environment, skills and knowledge gained from a basic professional health degree need to be expanded to 
adequately facilitate higher level effective interaction within the multi-disciplinary health team and workforce.  
A minimum set of public health competencies greatly enhances a graduate's ability to contribute in the 
health workforce. In addition, postgraduate qualifications can equip mid-career health professionals to 
pursue more challenging roles and  provide  a platform for career change.

James Cook University offers a wide choice of quality postgraduate programs that provide core public 
health skills in epidemiology, biostatistics, health management, environmental health and health 
promotion, but also provide for the individual aspirations of the health professionals we are proud 
to call our students.  Areas of special focus include: tropical medicine, tropical paediatrics, refugee 
health, disaster health management, communicable disease control, parasitology, entomology, 
Indigenous health, infection control, responses to bioterrorism, aeromedical retrieval, travel and 
diving medicine. Recently we made our first steps into training our students for emerging areas 
such as the public health aspects of nuclear energy. The latter is a new offering this year. Other 
new subjects include Acute Care in the Resource Poor Environment and a new public health 
management subject that focuses on crisis leadership. To expand our suite of disaster health-
related degrees will we be offering a Postgraduate Certificate in Aeromedical  Retrieval for the 
first time this year.  Our programs enable students to master their individual interest areas while 
expanding their public health understanding.

Our courses attract students with a wealth of expertise and experience in tropical and 
public health settings. During attendance blocks this provides an exciting mix that enhances 
learning and leads to functional professional networks. We recognise that our students are 
busy professionals and that work priorities may clash with academic deadlines. Thus by 
offering subjects in different modes (external, limited and block attendance), students are 
able to choose the delivery mode that suits them best. This approach is highly valued by 
our students.

Our professional research doctorate, the Doctor of Public Health, is attracting high quality 
students committed to enhancing their research skills and making a considerable public 
health contribution. Most of our doctoral students use their work environment to generate 
the research outcomes for their thesis. Our doctorate is flexible and feasible and enables 
students to go far beyond the Masters level.

We are delighted that in addition to being able to offer Australia's only Postgraduate 
Diploma in Tropical Medicine and Hygiene, we also offer two unique Postgraduate 
Certificates, one in Travel Medicine and the other in Aeromedical Retrieval. Our well-
established Postgraduate Certificate in Disaster and Refugee Health is very popular 
amongst students who work or are planning to work in challenging complex emergency, 
disaster or refugee environments.

For further information, please do not hesitate to contact our Academic Advisor, Professor 
Peter Leggat or our Senior Student Officer, Marcia Croucher.

I trust that this is going to be an outstanding educational year for you and hope to meet 
you during attendance blocks in Townsville.

Warmest regards
Professor Rick Speare
Director
Anton Breinl Centre for Public Health and Tropical Medicine

WELCOME

Produced by School of Public Health,Tropical Medicine and Rehabiliation Sciences, 
Anton Breinl Centre, James Cook University.
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students should contact the University to confirm admission requirements and availability of courses. 
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JCU has an illustrious record in public health education and research. The Anton Breinl Centre within the 
School of Public Health, Tropical Medicine and Rehabilitation Sciences boasts one of the largest Masters 
and Doctoral public health training programs in Australia, and is one of a select group of academic 
institutions funded by the Commonwealth Government to assist in training public health professionals. 
The School has Commonwealth supported places for Australian students within the Master of Public 
Health, and Master of Public Health and Tropical Medicine programs.

The training programs not only cover the core public health competencies, but also offer a particular 
focus on the challenges facing health professionals working in tropical, rural and remote environments. 
Special attention is given to the needs of high-risk community groups, including refugee and migrant 
populations, and Indigenous Australians. Specific elements within the programs are tailored to particular 
workforce needs. These include: aeromedical retrieval, refugee health, disaster health management, 
travel medicine, tropical marine and diving medicine, infection control and communicable disease 
control. 

The Anton Breinl Centre also offers a number of unique awards: Australia’s only Postgraduate 
Diploma in Tropical Medicine and Hygiene, Postgraduate Certificate of Aeromedical Retrieval, 
Postgraduate Certificate in Travel Medicine and Postgraduate Certificate in Disaster and Refugee 
Health. These programs have achieved particular recognition for excellence from the Australasian 
College of Tropical Medicine and the World Safety Organization.  

Quality teaching and research  
Anton Breinl Centre staff have extensive international and Australian research and teaching 
experience and have been recognised with prestigious awards including the Fred Katz 
Memorial Medal for Service to Medical E ducation, the Vice-Chancellor’s Award for 
Excellence in Teaching, a CSIRO Medal, a Fulbright Award, and the Surgeon General’s 
Medal. It is fitting that the Anton Breinl Centre, with its historical link to the original 
Australian Institute of Tropical Medicine established in 1910, should continue to achieve 
international recognition for high-quality applied and operational research. 

Flexibility for professionals 
JCU’s Master of Public Health and Tropical Medicine is one of only two such awards 
offered globally. This flagship course is exceptionally popular with both Australian and 
international students. International students form an increasingly strong part of the 
student body. Flexible delivery options, including distance education, intensive blocks 
and limited attendance blocks, enable effective engagement for mid-career health 
professionals, who form the nucleus of the student body. Attendance blocks in 
Townsville and Cairns offer students rich opportunities for networking with peers 
and faculty. These experiences are enriched by the tropical northern Queensland 
environment with its natural attractions, particularly the Great Barrier Reef and 
heritage listed rainforests.

02 anton breinl centre
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The Anton Breinl Centre for Public Health and Tropical Medicine has an extensive 
range of options for health professionals interested in public health, tropical and 
travel medicine. The programs fall into three general categories:
	 >> 	 Public health coursework programs (including research 
	 	 oriented subjects)
	 >> 	 Clinical coursework programs
	 >> 	 Research degrees and subjects

The descriptions below are designed to assist you in choosing the most suitable 
program for your requirements. The schedules are flexible and cater for both full 
time and part time working students.   

Note: some Commonwealth supported places are available for students. Contact 
the Anton Breinl Centre for further information (contact details are listed on the 
back cover).  

Public health coursework programs
If you want a postgraduate degree in public health and have an undergraduate 
degree plus extensive health experience, consider the following programs: 
	 >> 	 Master of Public Health and Tropical Medicine
	 >> 	 Master of Public Health – Generic; Communicable Disease Control; 
	 	 Biosecurity Disaster Preparedness; Aeromedical Retrieval
	 >>	 Master of Public Health/Master of Business Administration 
	 >> 	 Postgraduate Diploma of Public Health and Tropical Medicine
	 >> 	 Postgraduate Certificate of Aeromedical Retrieval
	 >> 	 Postgraduate Certificate in Disaster and Refugee Health

If you already have a Masters degree in public health and would like to progress to a 
professional doctorate in public health, consider the:
	 >>	 Doctor of Public Health Studies
	 >>	 Doctor of Public Health

If you have extensive health experience but don’t have an undergraduate degree, there are 
other options to progress to gaining postgraduate qualifications. Contact the Anton Breinl 
Centre for further information (contact details are listed on the back cover).

Public health programs with a more clinical focus
The following programs are designed for medical or nursing graduates: 
	 >> 	 Postgraduate Diploma of Tropical Medicine and Hygiene
	 >> 	 Postgraduate Certificate of Aeromedical Retrieval
	 >> 	 Postgraduate Certificate of Infection Control
	 >>	 Postgraduate Certificate of Travel Medicine

Programs with a research component
If you want to do research as part of your studies, consider the following programs: 
	 >> 	 Doctor of Public Health
	 >> 	 Doctor of Philosophy  
	 >> 	 Master of Science (Tropical Medical Science)

Research subjects can also be included as electives within the coursework programs.
 
Teaching delivery modes
To enable flexibility for our students in fitting their study around work and family commitments, the 
Anton Breinl Centre offers its subjects in a variety of teaching modes:

> Block mode: subjects are taught over 2 weeks face-to-face, in venues in Townsville and Cairns. 
Block subjects allow for free exchange of ideas in a multidisciplinary student environment. This mode 
is intensive, but worth it. Exams are included in the block. High level fluency in English is required. See 
timetable for enrolment dates.

> External mode: subjects are taught by distance, with study materials mailed to students. There is 
no face-to-face teaching, but increasing on-line activity (LearnJCU). One must enrol before the Study 
Period census dates.
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> Limited attendance mode: part external and part mini-block mode. Notes are sent to students prior 
to the mini-block, and students come together for face-to-face interaction for 3–5 days. One must enrol 
before the Study Period census dates.

Coursework programs and credit points
Coursework programs at JCU are based on a system of credit points. For example, a postgraduate 
certificate comprises 12 credit points (four 3-credit point subjects). Individual postgraduate subjects are 
usually worth three credit points. 

To check the credit point value of a subject, look at the final digit of its code. For example, TM5536:03 
Refugee Health is a 3-credit point subject.

Where are the block mode subjects taught? 
Teaching venues for the block mode and limited attendance mode subjects will vary. The majority 
are offered in Townsville at the Anton Breinl Centre building (DB-42) at the main campus in Douglas. 
Your subject coordinator will keep you informed of these details.

Please note: all subjects are offered on the basis of minimum student enrolments and for 
Refugee Health, Disaster Health Management, Clinical Tropical Paediatrics, Clinical Care Skills in 
Aeromedical Retrieval and Flight Crew Skills in Aeromedical Retrieval a maximum limit applies.

Medals / Excellence is Rewarded
Each year the Anton Breinl Centre for the School of Public Health, Tropical Medicine and 
Rehabilitation Sciences awards three medals to recognize the performance of our best 
postgraduate coursework students graduating in the MPH, MPH&TM or Postgraduate 
Certificate in Travel Medicine in that year.  All medals are only awarded if the best student 
achieves a grade point average of 6.0 or greater.

> ACTM Medal 
This Medal is awarded for the best overall performance in the MPH&TM and is sponsored 
by The Australasian College of Tropical Medicine.

> Sidney Sax Medal
This Medal is awarded for the best overall performance in the MPH and is sponsored 
by the Anton Breinl Centre for the School of Public Health and Tropical Medicine and is 
endorsed by the Sax Family.

> MASTA Medal
This Medal is awarded for outstanding overall achievement in the PGCTravelMed and 
is sponsored by the Medical Advisory Service for Travellers Abroad.

> Graduate with Distinction
With Distinction may be recommended for students achieving a GPA of 6.0 or 
above in the MPH or MPH&TM.

04 choosing the right program
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Master of Public Health and Tropical Medicine

Abbreviation:	 MPH&TM
Campus:	 Townsville
Code:	 	 74204
Mode:	 	 on campus or flexible delivery, full or part time
Duration:	 1-1.5 years full time (depending on prior experience)
Credit points:	 36

Overview
The Master of Public Health and Tropical Medicine is the only award of its kind 
in Australia addressing both public health and tropical medicine issues. The range 
of electives provides the opportunity for specialised focus on tropical Australia, 
including Aboriginal and Islander health and on Australia’s tropical neighbours. 

Entry requirements
An appropriate undergraduate degree in a relevant discipline as determined by the 
Head of the School of Public Health, Tropical Medicine and Rehabilitation Sciences;

OR
A Postgraduate Diploma of Tropical Medicine and Hygiene or a Postgraduate Diploma 
or Diploma of Public Health and Tropical Medicine, or equivalent; 

OR
Evidence of academic and professional experience, including employment for a 
minimum of five years in a health related field that meets the approval of the Head 
of the School of Public Health,Tropical Medicine and Rehabilitation Sciences and the 
Executive Dean, Faculty of Medicine, Health and Molecular Sciences*.
*Applicants may be required to undertake up to two bridging subjects as determined by the Head of the School 
of Public Health,Tropical Medicine and Rehabilitation Sciences.

Course structure
Students must successfully complete the five core subjects (15 credit points) plus 21 credit 
points of elective subjects.

Credit
Students with entry qualifications equivalent to four years or more of undergraduate or 
postgraduate study, plus a minimum of five years health-related professional experience 
considered suitable by the Head of the School of Public Health,Tropical Medicine and 
Rehabilitation Sciences, may be granted credit in recognition of prior learning up to a maximum 
of 12 credit points of study.

Core subjects
TM5501:03 Tropical Medicine
TM5515:03 Epidemiology for Public Health	
TM5516:03 Biostatistics for Public Health 
And either
TM5513:03 Public Health Management or	
TM5563:03 Crisis Leadership and Management
And either
TM5514:03 Human Health and Environmental Change or
TM5550:03 Rural and Remote Environmental Health  	

Elective subjects
Plus 21 credit points from the elective subject options on page 17.

To check the credit point value of a subject, look at the final digit of the code. For example,
TM5516:03 Biostatistics for Public Health is a 3 credit point subject.

Course coordinator
Peter Leggat
School of Public Health, Tropical Medicine and Rehabilitation Sciences
Tel: (07) 4781 6108
E-mail: peter.leggat@jcu.edu.au

COURSEWORK PROGRAMS
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Lois Armstrong
Research Project Manager

Infectious Diseases Training 
and Research Centre

Christian Medical College 
and Hospital

Vellore, Tamil Nadu, India

Master of Public Health and Tropical 
Medicine and,

Postgraduate Certificate in Disaster 
and Refugee Health

Tuberculosis is India’s largest public 
health problem with 2000 people 
a day dying of this disease. My 

training has given me “eyes” 
with which I can “see” how this 
situation can be addressed. My 
work in TB research draws on a 
lot of my training but particularly 
epidemiology, a subject basic to 

good research work. 

I really appreciated the 
emphasis on public health in 
the developing world, where 
I had previously worked and 
expect to continue to do so. 

It is the area where public 
health can make a big 

difference as in did in the 
past in what is now the 

developed world.

The block mode subjects 
are great where 

lecturers and fellow 
students from a variety 

of health professions 
and backgrounds 

bring a wide range 
of experience 

to the learning 
environment. I 
can’t think of 

another field of 
health where this 

happens. 



Master of Public Health 

Abbreviation:	 MPH
Campus:		  Townsville
Code:	 	 72504
Mode:	 	 on campus or flexible delivery, full or part time
Duration:	 	 1-1.5 years full time
Credit points:	 36

Overview
The Master of Public Health enables health professionals to gain postgraduate qualifications in public 
health. There are three majors available within the Master of Public Health – Generic, Biosecurity and 
Disaster Preparedness, and Communicable Disease Control.

Entry requirements
An appropriate undergraduate degree in a relevant discipline as determined by the Head of the 
School of Public Health, Tropical Medicine and Rehabilitation Sciences; 
OR
A Postgraduate Diploma or Diploma of Public Health and Tropical Medicine at a standard 
considered suitable by the Head of the School of Public Health, Tropical Medicine and 
Rehabilitation Sciences; 
OR
An equivalent qualification from this or another University approved by the Faculty*;
OR
Evidence of academic and professional experience, including employment for a minimum of 
five years in a health-related field that meets the approval of the Head of the School of Public 
Health,Tropical Medicine and Rehabilitation Sciences and the Executive Dean, Faculty of 
Medicine, Health and Molecular Sciences*.
*Applicants my be required to undertake up to two bridging subjects as determined by the Head of the School of 
Public Health, Tropical Medicine and Rehabilitation Sciences

Course structure
Students may choose to undertake the more popular generic course of study or may 
follow an identified major of study that reflects areas of expertise within the School. 
The course consists of three MPH core subjects (9 credit points) that reflect the latest 
evidence on required population health competencies and 27 credit points of elective 
subjects.  If a student elects to pursue a major, the course structure will be the three 
MPH core subjects (9 credit points), three specialisation subjects (9 credit points) 
and 18 credit points of elective subjects. The majors are: Biosecurity and Disaster 
Preparedness, and Communicable Disease Control. There is also an opportunity of 
studying for a Master of Public Health/Master of Business Administration. 

Credit/Advanced Standing
Students with entry qualifications equivalent to four years or more of undergraduate 
or postgraduate study, plus a minimum of five years health-related professional 
experience considered suitable by the Head of the School of Public Health,Tropical 
Medicine and Rehabilitation Sciences, may be granted advanced standing up to a 
maximum of 12 credit points of study.

MPH Core subjects
TM5515:03 Epidemiology for Public Health	
TM5554:03 Theory and Practice of Public Health	
And either
TM5513:03 Public Health Management or
TM5563:03 Crisis Leadership and Management

To check the credit point value of a subject, look at the final digit of the code.
For example, TM5515:03 E pidemiology for Public Health is a 3 credit point 
subject.
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MPH – Aeromedical Retrieval
This major consists of the 3 core subjects, 3 specialisation subjects listed below 
and 6 elective subjects from the elective subject options on page 17.

Specialisation subjects:
TM5560:03	 Aeromedical Retrieval
TM5566:03	 Clinical Care in Aeromedical Retrieval
TM5567:03	 Flight Crew Skills in Aeromedical Retrieval 

MPH – Biosecurity and Disaster Preparedness
This major consists of the 3 core subjects, 3 specialisation subjects from the list 
below and 6 elective subjects from the elective subject options on page 17.

Select 3 specialisation subjects:
TM5557:03	 Disaster Health Management
TM5558:03	 Public Health and Bioterrorism
TM5525:03	 Communicable Disease Control
TM5552:03	 International Health Agencies and Development
TM5560:03	 Aeromedical Retrieval
TM5561:03	 Nuclear Energy and Public Health

MPH – Communicable Disease Control
This major consists of the 3 core subjects, 3 specialisation subjects from the list below 
and 6 elective subjects from the elective subject options on page 17.

Select 3 specialisation subjects:
TM5002:03	 Infectious Diseases
TM5501:03	 Tropical Medicine
TM5503:03	 Human Parasitology
TM5518:03	 Medical Entomology
TM5525:04	 Communicable Disease Control
TM5555:03	 Infection Control in Health Care Settings
TM5558:03	 Public Health and Bioterrorism

MPH – Generic Major
This program consists of the 3 core subjects plus 27 credit points from the elective subject 
options on page 17.

Course coordinator
Professor Peter Leggat
School of Public Health, Tropical Medicine and Rehabilitation Sciences
Tel: (07) 4781 6108
E-mail: peter.leggat@jcu.edu.au

Master of Public Health – Master of Business Administration 
(Joint Degree)

Abbreviation:	 MPH-MBA
Campus:	 Townsville
Code:	 	 72604
Mode:	 	 on campus or flexible delivery, full or part time
Duration:	 2 year full time
Credit points:	 48

Overview
This joint Masters has been designed to enable health professionals to gain advanced management 
skills while undertaking further study in their area of specialisation. The program aims to develop 
knowledge and skills. 

Entry requirements 
Appicants must meet the entry requirements for both the Master of Public Health and the Master of 
Business Administration.

coursework programs 07
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Ghandi Pant
Registered Nurse

Valley Healthcare Systems, Inc., 
California, USA

My Master of Public Health and 
Tropical Medicine has opened the 

door for employment in the field of 
humanitarian work overseas, which 

has been my life-long career ambition.

The combination of public health 
and tropical medicine is one of 
the biggest attractions. Another 
is the School’s strong ties with 

humanitarian organizations.

I would recommend block courses 
that are held on-campus, which 

are wonderful and rich in terms of 
interactions between the School 
and students, and amongst the 

students themselves. With 
participants coming from so 

many different countries 
and backgrounds, the block 

subjects become a great 
place for networking and 
resources. I have never 
met so many amazing 

and interesting individuals 
coming together in one 

place as I have while 
attending block courses 

on campus. My life 
has been enriched by 
meeting such a group 
of people, many of 
whom will remain 

friends for years to 
come.



MPH component
Core subjects
TM5515:03	 Epidemiology for Public Health
TM5526:03	 Public Health Economics
TM5541:03	 Managing Effective Health Programs
TM5554:03	 Theory and Practice of Public Health
And either
TM5513:03	 Public Health Management or
TM5563	 Public Health Leadership and Crisis Management

Elective subjects
Plus 9 credit points of elective subject options on page 17.

To check the credit point value of a subject, look at the final digit of the code.
For example, TM5515:03 Epidemiology for Public Health is a 3 credit point subject.

MBA component
Students must successfully complete 24 credit points (8 subjects) from the following list:
LB5002:03      Data Management and Information Technology
LB5003:03      Economics for Managers
LB5004:03      Business and the Law
LB5201:03      Business: A Global Perspective
LB5202:03      Marketing and Innovation
LB5203:03      Sustainable Enterprise
LB5204:03      Globalisation, Governance and the State
LB5205:03      Human Relations in the Workplace
LB5206:03      Competitive Strategy
LB5207:03      Entrepreneurship and Risk Management
LB5208:03      Managing Contemporary Organisations
LB5209:03      Managing Globally
LB5211:03      Finance for Managers
LB5212:03      Accounting for Managers

Or other LB subjects elected or directed subjects approved by Executive Dean of the 
Faculty of Law, Business and the Creative Arts.

Course coordinator
MPH Component
Professor Peter Leggat
School of Public Health, Tropical Medicine and Rehabilitation Sciences
Tel: (07) 4781 6108
E-mail: peter.leggat@jcu.edu.au

MBA Component
Tel: (07) 4781 5854
E-mail: MBAEnquiriesTownsville@jcu.edu.au

Postgraduate Diploma of Public Health and Tropical Medicine

Abbreviation:	 	 PGDipPH&TM  
Campus:		  Townsville
Code:	 	 73707 
Mode:	 	 on campus or flexible delivery, full or part time
Duration:		  1 year full time
Credit points:		  24

Overview
The Postgraduate Diploma of Public Health and Tropical Medicine is designed for 
people who would prefer postgraduate diploma level studies, or who do not have 
the entry requirements for the Masters program. The aim is to create an integrated 
network of academic opportunities for a range of public health professionals.   

08 coursework programs
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Entry requirements – Postgraduate Diploma
An appropriate undergraduate medical, dental, nursing or veterinary science 
degree from an approved school; 
OR 
An appropriate undergraduate degree in a relevant discipline and at least two 
years of suitable experience as determined by the Head of the School of Public 
Health, Tropical Medicine and Rehabilitation Sciences.

Course structure
Students must successfully complete three core subjects (9 credit points) and 15 
credit points of elective subjects.

Core subjects
Select at least three subjects (9 credit points):
TM5501:03 Tropical Medicine	
TM5513:03 Public Health Management
TM5515:03 Epidemiology for Public Health
OR ONE OF THE FOLLOWING:
TM5514:03 Human Health and Environmental Change 
TM5550:03 Rural and Remote Environmental Health  	

Elective subjects
Plus 15 credit points from the elective subject options on page 17.

To check the credit point value of a subject, look at the final digit of the code. For 
example, TM5513:03 Public Health Management is a 3 credit point subject.

Course coordinator
Professor Peter Leggat
School of Public Health, Tropical Medicine and Rehabilitation Sciences
Tel: (07) 4781 6108
E-mail: peter.leggat@jcu.edu.au

Postgraduate Diploma of Tropical Medicine and Hygiene

Abbreviation:	 PGDipTM&H
Campus:	 Townsville 
Code:	 	 73807
Mode:	 	 on campus or flexible delivery, full or part time
Duration:	 1 year full time
Credit points:	 24

Overview
The Postgraduate Diploma of Tropical Medicine and Hygiene is offered to medical practitioners. 
It enables doctors to undertake advanced studies in the health and medical issues facing tropical 
Australia, the Western Pacific and Southeast Asia.  

Entry requirements
A medical degree from an approved medical school;
OR
Other qualifications deemed equivalent by the Head of the School of Public Health, Tropical Medicine 
and Rehabilitation Sciences.

Course structure
Students are required to successfully complete the five core subjects (15 credit points) and 9 credit 
points of elective subjects. 

Core subjects
TM5501:03 Tropical Medicine	
TM5502:03 Tropical Public Health	
TM5503:03 Human Parasitology	
TM5515:03 Epidemiology for Public Health
TM5518:03 Medical Entomology	

coursework programs 09

>>

2008POSTGRADUATEHANDBOOK

COURSEWORK PROGRAMS

Megan Counahan
Epidemiologist, The World 

Health Organization in Timor 
Leste

I graduated with a Master of Public 
Health in 1998 and am currently 

enrolled in a Doctor of Public Health.

My Masters degree helped facilitate 
a change in my career from clinical 
work to the public health arena.

James Cook University’s Public 
Health and Tropical Medicine 
Unit (Anton Breinl Centre) has 
a very flexible subject delivery 

which means you can maintain 
a ‘life’ and still study. I think 
this flexibility also means it 

attracts students who are 
working on really interesting 

projects in far flung and/or 
exotic locations in Australia 
and overseas. This melting 

pot of students give you 
a great taste of what’s 
out there! Many of the 
academic staff are also 

actively involved in 
public health programs 

and bring that with 
them into the 
classroom.



Elective subjects
Plus 9 credit points from the elective subject options on page 17.

To check the credit point value of a subject, look at the final digit of the code.
For example, TM5503:03 Human Parasitology is a 3 credit point subject.

Course coordinator
Professor Peter Leggat
School of Public Health, Tropical Medicine and Rehabilitation Sciences
Tel: (07) 4781 6108
E-mail: peter.leggat@jcu.edu.au

Postgraduate Certificate of Aeromedical Retrieval

Abbreviation:	 	 PGCertAeroMedRet
Campus:		  Townsville
Code:	 	 	 76511
Mode:			  on campus or flexible delivery
Duration:		  6 months full time
Credit points:		 12

Overview
Aeromedical retrieval is concerned primarily with the transport of patients via a properly 
managed aeromedical evacuation system. It provides students with an overview of the 
knowledge, skills and attitudes required for the successful management of aeromedical 
retrieval in the Australian and the global context. 

Entry requirements
Qualified for a medical or nursing degree or recognised professional qualification approved 
by the Faculty of Medicine, Health and Molecular Sciences,
OR
Qualified for a Bachelor degree in a relevant discipline as determined by the Head of 
School, Public Health, Tropical Medicine and Rehabilitation Sciences.

Course structure
Students must successfully complete the three core subjects and one elective 
subject.

Core subjects
TM5560:03 Aeromedical Retrieval
TM5566:03 Clinical Care Skills in Aeromedical Retrieval	
TM5567:03 Flight Crew Skills in Aeromedical Retrieval

Elective subjects
Select one subject from the list on page 17.

Course coordinator
Professor Peter Leggat
School of Public Health, Tropical Medicine and Rehabilitation Sciences
Tel: (07) 4781 6108
E-mail: peter.leggat@jcu.edu.au
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Postgraduate Certificate in Disaster and Refugee Health

Abbreviation:	 PGCertDisasRefugHlth
Campus:	 Townsville
Code:	 	 76811
Mode:	 	 on campus or flexible delivery, full or part time
Duration:	 6 months full time
Credit points:	 12

Overview
The Postgraduate Certificate in Disaster and Refugee Health will provide students 
with core and elective training centred on working in the field of disaster and 
refugee health. This graduate certificate has a rural and remote focus while still 
dealing with urban disaster and refugee health issues.

Entry Requirements 
An appropriate medical or nursing degree from an approved school;  
OR 
A recognised professional qualification approved by the Head of School of Public 
Health, Tropical Medicine and Rehabilitation Sciences and the Executive Dean of the 
Faculty of Medicine, Health and Molecular Sciences. 

OR
An appropriate undergraduate degree in a relevant discipline as determined by the 
Head of the School of Public Health, Tropical Medicine and Rehabilitation Sciences.

Course Structure 
Students must successfully complete the two core subjects (6 credit points) and 6 credit 
points of elective subjects.

Core subjects 
TM5536:03 Refugee Health	  
TM5557:03 Disaster Health Management	  

Elective subjects 
Plus 6 credit points from the elective subject options on page 17.  

To check the credit point value of a subject, look at the final digit of the code. For example, 
TM5536:03 Refugee Health is a 3 credit point subject.  

Course coordinator 
Professor Rick Speare 
School of Public Health, Tropical Medicine and Rehabilitation Sciences 
Tel: (07) 4781 6107 
E-mail: richard.speare@jcu.edu.au

Postgraduate Certificate of Infection Control

Abbreviation:	 PGradCertInfCon
Campus:	 Townsville
Code:	 	 76711
Mode:	 	 on campus or flexible delivery, full or part time
Duration:	 6 months full time
Credit points:	 12
 
Overview  
Health departments have highlighted the importance of controlling infectious diseases within hospitals 
and less intensive health care settings. Accredited training of infection control personnel has been 
recommended as a strategy to decrease health care related infections. This graduate certificate is 
particularly relevant for practitioners in rural and remote health settings.  

2008POSTGRADUATEHANDBOOK

coursework programs 11

COURSEWORK PROGRAMS

John Piispanen
Director of 

Environmental Health 
Tropical Public Health 

Unit, Queensland Health 
Department, Townsville

The Master of Public Health 
offered a wide range of 

subjects from which to choose. 
The opportunity to study with 
students from around Australia 

and many regions of the 
world with a broad range of 

experience further enhanced 
the curriculum. The 

networks and relationships 
I formed throughout the 
course will continue on 

at both personal and 
professional levels. The 

opportunity to progress to 
a Doctor of Public Health 

in the future is also 
appealing.
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Entry Requirements 
An appropriate medical or nursing degree from an approved school;
OR
Other relevant health professional qualification approved by the Head of the School of Public Health, 
Tropical Medicine and Rehabilitation Sciences and the Executive Dean, Faculty of Medicine, Health and 
Molecular Science.

Course Structure
Students are required to successfully complete the two core subjects (6 credit points) and 6 credit 
points of elective subjects.

Core subjects
TM5002:03 Infectious Diseases
TM5555:03 Infection Control in Health Care Settings 

Elective subjects
Plus 6 credit points from the elective subject options on page 17.

To check the credit point value of a subject, look at the final digit of the code.
For example, TM5002:03 Infectious Diseases is a 3 credit point subject.

Course Coordinator
Professor Rick Speare
School of Public Health, Tropical Medicine and Rehabilitation Sciences
Tel: (07) 4781 6107
Email: richard.speare@jcu.edu.au

Postgraduate Certificate of Travel Medicine

Abbreviation:		 PGCertTravMed
Campus:		  Townsville
Code:	 	 73511
Mode:	 	 on campus or flexible delivery, full or part time
Duration:		  6 months full time
Credit points:	 12

Overview
The Postgraduate Certificate of Travel Medicine is available for those entering into 
or working in the field of travel medicine. It is designed to provide both academic 
and practical training in the discipline of travel medicine. This course will be of 
particular interest to those providing travel health advice.  Accredited as an approved 
qualification by the Faculty of Travel Medicine of the Australasian College of Tropical 
Medicine for Fellowship Program. 

Entry requirements
An appropriate medical or nursing degree from an approved school;
OR
An appropriate undergraduate degree and at least two years of suitable experience 
approved by the Head of the School of Public Health, Tropical Medicine and 
Rehabilitation Sciences and the Executive Dean, Faculty of Medicine, Health and 
Molecular Science.

Students must also be active in a travel medicine practice. They are required to 
log and analyse 100 cases or more together with developing a practice protocol. 
Please contact the course coordinator for further information.

Course structure
Students are required to successfully complete the two core subjects (6 credit 
points) and 6 credit points of elective subjects from the list below. Other subjects 
may be chosen, with the approval of the Head of the School of Public Health, 
Tropical Medicine and Rehabilitation Sciences.
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Core subjects
TM5512:03 Travel Medicine	
TM5542:03 Clinical Travel Medicine

Elective subjects
Plus 6 credit points from the elective list on page 17.

To check the credit point value of a subject, look at the final digit of the code. For 
example, TM5542:03 Clinical Travel Medicine is a 3 credit point subject.
(A candidate who has not completed the subject TM5501 Tropical Medicine 
as per the specified program, or equivalent subject at another institution shall 
be required by the Head of the School of Public Health, Tropical Medicine and 
Rehabilitation Sciences to take this subject as an elective subject.)

Course coordinator
Professor Peter Leggat
School of Public Health, Tropical Medicine and Rehabilitation Sciences
Tel: (07) 4781 6108
E-mail: peter.leggat@jcu.edu.au

Doctor of Public Health Studies 

Abbreviation:	 DrPHSt 
Campus:	 Townsville 
Code:	 	 79612 
Mode:	 	 on campus and off campus, full or part time 
Duration:	 3 years full time 
Credit points:	 72 

Overview
The Doctor of Public Health Studies is a predominantly professional coursework doctorate. 
This degree will provide students with advanced knowledge and skills in a specific area of 
public health, preparing them to assume leadership roles in specialised fields of professional 
public health practice, teaching and research, and allow them to demonstrate competence 
in their public health specialisation through the completion of advanced coursework and a 
dissertation. 

Entry requirements
Professional experience in a relevant health-related area for a minimum of five years;
AND
An appropriate undergraduate degree with first or second class (Division A) Honours, approved by 
the Board of Postgraduate Studies (BPS) on the advice of the Head of the School of Public Health, 
Tropical Medicine and Rehabilitation Sciences; 
OR
A Master of Public Health and Tropical Medicine or Master of Public Health at a standard 
demonstrating evidence of research capacity or scholarship considered appropriate by the Head of 
the School of Public Health, Tropical Medicine and Rehabilitation Sciences; 
OR
A Masters degree in a public health field at a standard demonstrating evidence of research capacity or 
scholarship considered appropriate by the Head of the School of Public Health, Tropical Medicine and 
Rehabilitation Sciences; 
OR
Other qualifications and experience demonstrating evidence of research capacity or scholarship 
considered equivalent by the Head of the School of Public Health, Tropical Medicine and Rehabilitation 
Sciences.

Course structure 
Students must successfully complete the subjects as shown on page 14.  

2008POSTGRADUATEHANDBOOK

coursework programs 13

Coursework programs

Gilbert Hiawalyer
Director for Monitoring

Research Branch
Department of Health

Waigani, NCD
Papua New Guinea

The work I developed from my 
Doctor of Public Health thesis is 
now being used in the National 
program in Papua New Guinea.

I was attracted to public health 
and tropical medicine programs at 
JCU because of its reputation as 

one of the top tropical schools 
and its location whereby I 

could have easy access to the 
university. I have strongly 

recommended to a number 
of my colleagues to 

undertake the Masters and 
DrPH programs.

The programs offered 
by the School of 

Public Health and 
Tropical Medicine 

provided a wonderful 
opportunity which 
I hope will provide 

collaborative 
research 

opportunities in 
the future.

>>



Core subjects 
TM6015:06 Doctoral Conference Presentations 
AND ONE OF THE FOLLOWING: 
TM6101:12 Doctor of Public Health Studies Dissertation 1 – Part 1 of 2 
TM6102:12 Doctor of Public Health Studies Dissertation 1 – Part 2 of 2
or
TM6103:12 Doctor of Public Health Studies Dissertation 2 – Part 1 of 3
TM6104:12 Doctor of Public Health Studies Dissertation 2 – Part 2 of 3
TM6105:12 Doctor of Public Health Studies Dissertation 2 – Part 3 of 3	  

Elective subjects 
Select the balance of elective study units from the following: 
TM6016:06 Doctoral Specialisation I	 
TM6017:06 Doctoral Specialisation II 
TM6018:06 Doctoral Project I  
TM6019:06 Doctoral Project II 
TM6020:06 Doctoral Project III   
TM6021:03 Literature Review	  
OR ONE OF THE FOLLOWING: 
TM6013:06 Doctoral Attachment 
TM6014:09 Extended Doctoral Attachment  

To check the credit point value of a subject, look at the final digit of the code. For example, 
TM6015:06 Doctoral Conference Presentations is a 6 credit point subject. 

A maximum of 12 credit points of Masters level coursework subjects may be included 
(provided these credit points have not also been credited towards another award) as 
approved by the Head of the School of Public Health, Tropical Medicine and Rehabilitation 
Sciences.

Applicants will need, in the first instance, to discuss their proposed research topic with 
the course coordinator.

Course coordinator
Professor Rick Speare
School of Public Health, Tropical Medicine and Rehabilitation Sciences
Tel: (07) 4781 6107
E-mail: richard.speare@jcu.edu.au
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Doctor of Public Health

Abbreviation:	 DrPH
Campus:	 Townsville, Cairns
Code:	 	 79602
Mode:	 	 on campus and off campus, full or part time
Duration:	 3 years full time or 6 years part time
Credit points:	 72

Overview
The Doctor of Public Health is a professional doctorate for graduates with 
professional experience in a range of public health areas. The research component 
comprises two-thirds of the program and takes the form of a supervised research 
project, culminating in the submission of a thesis that makes a significant 
contribution to Public Health. 

Entry requirements
Professional experience in a relevant health-related area for a minimum of five 
years;
AND 
An appropriate undergraduate degree with first or second class (Division A) Honours, 
approved by the Board of Postgraduate Studies (BPS) on the advice of the Head of the 
School of Public Health, Tropical Medicine and Rehabilitation Sciences;
OR
A Master of Public Health and Tropical Medicine or Master of Public Health;
OR
A Masters degree in a public health field at a standard and of a nature considered 
appropiate by the Head of the School of Public Health, Tropical Medicine and 
Rehabilitation Sciences;
OR
Other qualifications and experience considered equivalent by the Head of the School of 
Public Health, Tropical Medicine and Rehabilitation Sciences.
A candidate’s course of study shall be subject to approval by the Board of Postgraduate 
Studies upon the recommendation of the Head of the School of Public Health, Tropical 
Medicine and Rehabilitation Sciences, for each year of candidature.
 
Course structure
Students must successfully complete the subjects as shown below.

Core subjects
TM6015:06 Doctoral Conference Presentations
and a 48 credit point research thesis

Elective subjects
Select the balance of elective study units from the following:
TM6016:06 Doctoral Specialisation I	
TM6017:06 Doctoral Specialisation II
TM6018:06 Doctoral Project I
TM6019:06 Doctoral Project II
TM6020:06 Doctoral Project III
TM6021:03 Literature Review	
OR ONE OF THE FOLLOWING:
TM6013:06 Doctoral Attachment
TM6014:09 Extended Doctoral Attachment

To check the credit point value of a subject, look at the final digit of the code. For example, TM6015:06 
Doctoral Conference Presentations is a 6 credit point subject.

A maximum of 12 credit points of Masters level coursework subjects may be included (provided these 
credit points have not also been credited towards another award) as approved by the Head of the 
School of Public Health, Tropical Medicine and Rehabilitation Sciences.
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Lawrence Brown
Current position is Independent 
Contractor/Research Consultant

Baldwinsville, NY, USA

I graduated with a Masters in Public 
Health and Tropical Medicine (with 

Distinction), 2007

I was attracted to the JCU’s 
SPHTM&RS by its strong 

international reputation in both 
tropical and travel medicine.  In 

addition to gaining specific 
skills which helped my day-

to-day research activities (e.g. 
epidemiology and biostatistics), the 

program has given me a broader 
perspective of global health and 
research needs of the world, 

particularly in areas where health 
infrastructure is under-developed.

I gained more from the JCU 
MPH&TM program than I ever 
expected to, and I enjoyed the 

program more than I thought 
I could, especially the block 
mode subjects. The Anton 

 Breinl Centre is outstanding.   
The visiting lecturers, 

brought in from so many 
other countries, provide a 

real-life, practical 
perspective that is far 

more valuable than any 
“book learning” could 
ever be.  And finally 
(and perhaps most 
importantly) the 

support staff are 
absolutely superb;  

the hands-on 
personal guidance 

and assistance that 
they give to each 

and every student 
makes navigating 

one’s way 
through the 

program and all 
of the required 

processes a 
breeze!

>>



Applicants will need, in the first instance, to discuss their proposal research topic with the course 
coordinator.

Course coordinator
Professor Rick Speare
School of Public Health, Tropical Medicine and Rehabilitation Sciences
Tel: (07) 4781 6107
E-mail: richard.speare@jcu.edu.au

Doctor of Philosophy	

Abbreviation:	 	 PhD
Campus:	 	 Townsville, Cairns 
Code:		 	 79502 
Mode:	 	 on campus and off campus, full or part time 
Duration:		  3 years full time  
Credit Points	:	 72

Overview 
The Doctor of Philosophy is a program of supervised original research. It culminates in the 
submission of a thesis that makes a significant and original contribution to the knowledge and 
understanding of the field of study. Further information on PhD is available at www.jcu.edu.
au/office/grs/.  

Entry requirements 
An appropriate undergraduate degree with first or second class (Division A) Honours, or 
other qualifications deemed equivalent; 

OR 
An appropriate Masters degree with at least a 50 percent research component, or 
equivalent; 

OR 
Enrolment of not less than one year full time or two years part time in a Masters degree 
by research. 

OR 
A Masters degree without the minimum 50 percent research component plus relevant 
research experience may be considered.  

Applicants will need, in the first instance, to discuss their proposed research topic 
with the course coordinator.  

Course coordinator 
Professor Rick Speare 
School of Public Health, Tropical Medicine and Rehabilitation Sciences
Tel: (07) 4781 6107 
E-mail: richard.speare@jcu.edu.au  
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Master of Science (Tropical Medical Science)

Abbreviation:	 MSc
Campus:	 Townsville, Cairns
Code:	 	 74003
Mode:		  on campus and off campus, full or part time
Duration:	 1 year full time
Credit points:	 24

Overview
This research Masters offers graduates an opportunity to advance their expertise in 
tropical medical science. Students must successfully complete a supervised thesis. 
A component of coursework may be involved. 

Entry requirements
A Bachelor of Science with first or second class Honours or equivalent;

OR
A Master of Applied Science with at least a 12 credit point research option with a 
grade of credit or above or with research publications deemed to be of equivalent 
value;

OR
Passed such qualifying examinations, at least one year subsequent to qualifying for the 
degree of Bachelor of Science or its equivalent, as may be determined by the Faculty 
on the recommendation of the appropriate Head of School;

OR
Evidence of academic and professional experience that meets the approval of the Head of 
the School of Public Health, Tropical Medicine and Rehabilitation Sciences.

Applicants will need, in the first instance, to discuss their proposed research topic with the 
course coordinator.

Course coordinator
Professor Rick Speare
School of Public Health, Tropical Medicine and Rehabilitation Sciences
Tel: (07) 4781 6107
E-mail: richard.speare@jcu.edu.au
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David Ward
Senior Medical Officer at 

Nambour General Hospital, 
Queensland Health. 

Maintaining ties with the 
Army through the Army 

Reserve 

The Master of Public Health 
and Tropical Medicine counted 

towards my two Fellowships 
in Emergency Medicine and 
Medical Administration and 

enhanced my ability to work 
effectively in the deployed 

environment with the Army.

The support from the 
SPHTM&RS academic and 
postgraduate officers, was 
exceptional. I completed 

three subjects while 
deployed overseas on 
military operations, 

using the internet for 
problems/questions.  

The flexibility 
(external and block 

mode), range 
of subjects 

including the 
ability to include 

a research 
component is 

inviting.
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Acute Care in Resource Poor Environments	 TM5564:03   

Aeromedical Retrieval	 TM5560:03   

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Health	 TM5510:03   

Biostatistics for Public Health	 TM5516:03   

Clinical Care Skills in Aeromedical Retrievals	 TM5566:03   

Clinical Review of Aeromedical Retrieval Activity	 TM5565:03   

Clinical Travel Medicine	 TM5542:03    

Clinical Tropical Paediatrics (not offered in 2008)	 TM5559:03    

Communicable Disease Control	 TM5525:03   

Disaster Health Management	 TM5557:03    

Dissertation I	 TM5549:06    

Dissertation II	 TM5310:09

Diving and Marine Medicine (not offered in 2008)	 TM5508:03   

Epidemiology for Public Health	 TM5515:03   

Flight Crew Skills in Aeromedical Retrievals	 TM5567:03   

Health Promotion	 TM5528:03    

Human Health and Environmental Change	 TM5514:03   

Human Parasitology	 TM5503:03    

Infection Control in Health Care Settings	 TM5555:03    

Infectious Diseases	 TM5002:03    

International Health Agencies and Development	 TM5552:03  

Managing Effective Health Programs	 TM5541:03    

Medical Entomology	 TM5518:03    

Nuclear Energy and Public Health	 TM5561:03    

Occupational Health	 TM5540:03     

Project	 TM5527:03    

Public Health and Bioterrorism	 TM5558:03    

Public Health Aspects of Chronic Diseases (not offered in 2008)	 TM5556:03   

Public Health Economics	 TM5526:03    

Public Health Leadership and Crisis Management	 TM5563:03   

Public Health Management	 TM5513:03   

Qualitative Research Methods	 TM5524:03   

Refugee Health	 TM5536:03    

Reproductive Health in Developing Countries	 TM5562:03   

Rural and Remote Environmental Health	 TM5550:03   

Social Science in Public Health	 TM5506:03    

Theory and Practice of Public Health	 TM5554:03    

Training Primary Health Care Workers	 TM5519:03    

Travel Medicine*	 TM5512:03   

Tropical Medicine	 TM5501:03    

Tropical Paediatrics	 TM5534:03   

Tropical Public Health	 TM5502:03    

Contemporary Issues in Primary Health Care Research	 HS5101:03   

Qualitative Research Methods for Health Professionals 	 HS5102:03   

(not offered in 2008)	

* Pre-requisite subject for TM5542:03

Note: subjects are offered based on minimum student enrolments
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Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Health TM5510:03
The ongoing disastrous consequences of colonisation on the health and well-being 
of Aboriginal people is well recognised within Australia.  This subject is facilitated 
by an Aboriginal academic and is designed to provide a detailed examination of 
the issues and circumstances that affect the health of Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander people today and the issues which need to be addressed in order to 
achieve meaningful improvements in the health of Australia’s Indigenous people.
Course Coordinators:	 Adrian Miller / Jacinta Elston  
Tel: 07 4781 4910		 Email: adrian.miller@jcu.edu.au

Acute Care in the Resource Poor Environment TM5564:03
This subject provides students with an overview of the knowledge, skills and 
attitudes required for the successful provision of acute care in a resource poor 
environment.  The subject will encompass the full spectrum of care provided from 
prior program planning and personal preparation through to recognition of problems 
and alternatives and how difficulties may be avoided, accepted or overcome.
Course Coordinators:	 David Symmons / Peter Aitken
Tel: 07 4781 6107		 Email: marcia.croucher@jcu.edu.au

Aeromedical Retrieval TM5560:03
Aeromedical retrieval is concerned primarily with the transport of patients via a 
properly managed aeromedical evacuation system. This subject provides students 
with an overview of the knowledge, skills and attitudes required for the successful 
management of aeromedical retrieval in the Australian and the global context. It 
includes examination of models of aeromedical care, aircraft characteristics and flight 
specific problems, aircraft and flight safety, medical equipment and clinical care in 
the aeromedical environment, co-ordination of aeromedical retrievals, legislation and 
insurance, and special issues associated with international aeromedical retrievals.
Course Coordinators:	 Peter Leggat / Peter Aitken
Tel: 07 4781 6108		 Email: peter.leggat@jcu.edu.au

Biostatistics for Public Health TM5516:03
Successful public health practice depends on intelligent use of Biostatistics! This subject 
covers the basic technical skills necessary for analysing data at a descriptive and bivariate 
level.
Numeracy skills are essential to succeed in this challenging subject.
Course coordinators:	 Reinhold Muller / Petra Buttner
Tel: 07 4781 5899		 E-mail: reinhold.muller@jcu.edu.au
Tel: 07 4796 1750		 E-mail: petra.buttner@jcu.edu.au

Clinical Care Skills in Aeromedical Retrieval TM5566
This subject provides students with the knowledge and skills to successfully provide clinical care 
in the aeromedical retrieval environment.  Basic principles of aeromedical care will be reviewed and 
form the contextual environment for the subject. This will cross the spectrum of care from initial 
patient management, whether that is pre hospital or at the bedside in the referring hospital through 
to inflight care and the handover process at the end of the mission.
Course coordinators:	 Peter Aitken / Peter Leggat
Tel: 07 4781 6108		 E-mail: peter.leggat@jcu.edu.au

Clinical Review of Aeromedical Retrieval Activity TM5565:03
This subject will provide students with the opportunity to apply their knowledge of aeromedical 
retrievals to a case based format using their own operational activity as the base for learning. The aim is 
to help link the education programs in aeromedical retrievals with operational activity and enhance the 
application of learning.
Course coordinators:	 Peter Aitken / Peter Leggat
Tel: 07 4781 6108		 E-mail: peter.leggat@jcu.edu.au
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Stephanie Williams
Current position is that of 

field doctor working for an 
international humanitarian 

medical emergency 
organization in camps for the 
internally displaced people of 

Northern Uganda 
.

I graduated with the Master of 
Public Health and Tropical Medicine 
in 2006 and was also awarded the 

ACTM Medal.

My Masters degree provided a 
great introduction to the world of 

public health and increased my 
motivation to pursue work in the 

field of international health. 

James Cook University’s 
commitment to the flexible 

delivery of the Masters 
program is fantastic and 

manages to combine a good 
quality of education that 

remains accessible, relevant, 
hands-on and up-to-date. 
Well-designed subjects 

such as Refugee Health 
and Human Health and 
Environmental change 
were both stimulating 

and inspiring.

The opportunity for 
block courses is both 
time-effective and a 

great exposure tothe 
network of students 

undertaking the 
degree. Course 
conveners and 

lecturers are 
readily accessible 

and helpful and 
very open to 

feedback.  The 
student officers 

are also very 
knowledgeable, 

helpful and 
always 

available.



Clinical Travel Medicine TM5542:03
This subject requires students to undertake clinical practice in travel medicine in a range of possible 
practical situations, typically, but not exclusively, a travel medicine clinic. It provides an opportunity to 
review core knowledge in travel medicine in the clinical context, in addition to the development of skills 
and knowledge in the area of clinical travel medicine. Students complete a practice profile of the travel 
medicine component of their clinic, as well as a log book of cases from their practice. TM5512:03 is a 
pre-requisite.
Course coordinator:	 Peter Leggat
Tel: 07 4781 6108	 E-mail: peter.leggat@jcu.edu.au

Clinical Tropical Paediatrics TM5559:03
This subject will be offered off-shore in a tropical developing country in paediatric hospital settings. 
Students will undertake the subject as a group, and will be accompanied by a subject coordinator. The 
subject content will deal with a range of clinical and public health issues. Structure will include a mix 
of work in hospital wards and associated rural clinics with tutorials. Local health personnel will be 
used to provide accurate information on local knowledge, practices, attitudes and challenges.
Course coordinators:	 John Whitehall / Rick Speare
Tel: 07 4781 6108	 E-mail: Marcia.croucher@jcu.edu.au

Communicable Disease Control TM5525:03
Communicable Disease Control is the area of public health with the greatest number of 
successes, but also a number of key failures. Multiple Australian and international historical and 
current examples, including bioterrorism, are dissected to provide an in-depth understanding 
of this fascinating subject.  
Course coordinator: 		 Rick Speare  
Tel: 07 4781 6107	 	 E-mail: richard.speare@jcu.edu.au 

Disaster Health Management TM5557:03 
This subject is designed to provide students with the knowledge and skills required to 
successfully manage disasters in Australia and the global context. 
Course coordinators: 	 Peter Leggat/Peter Aitken / Jon Hodge 
Tel: 07 4781 6108	 E-mail: peter.leggat@jcu.edu.au 

Dissertation I TM5549:06 
An opportunity for students to embark on a public health research project which, will 
have as an outcome, a research report at a standard acceptable to a peer-reviewed 
journal. 
Course coordinator:	 Peter Leggat 
Tel: 07 4781 6108	 Email: peter.leggat@jcu.edu.au 

Dissertation II TM5310:09 
In this subject students are given the opportunity of completing a research project, 
where the outcome is a dissertation, which may be partly or wholly by published 
work. 
Course coordinator:	 	 Peter Leggat 
Tel: 07 4781 6108	 	 E-mail: peter.leggat@jcu.edu.au 

Epidemiology for Public Health TM5515:03 
This subject provides students with a fundamental understanding of the principles 
of epidemiology. E pidemiological publications will be critically assessed, and 
students are equipped to apply appropriate study designs to research questions. 
Course coordinators:	 Reinhold Muller / Petra Buttner 
Tel: 07 4781 5899	 	 E-mail: reinhold.muller@jcu.edu.au 
Tel: 07 4796 1750	 	 E-mail: petra.buttner@jcu.edu.au 
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Flight Crew Skills in Aeromedical Retrieval TM5567:03
This subject provides students with the knowledge and skills to successfully 
participate in aeromedical retrievals as a health based member of the flight 
crew. Basic principles of flight safety and crew resource management require 
all members of the team, health care providers included, to be fully cognisant of 
safety issues and competent in procedures related to both personal and crew 
safety. Health care members of retrieval teams need to competent in these 
aspects of flight safety for not just their own personal safety but also to be able 
to contribute as a member of the team and provide care for their patient in all 
situations. 
Course coordinators:	 Peter Aitken / Peter Leggat 
Tel: 07 4781 6108		 E-mail: peter.leggat@jcu.edu.au

Health Promotion TM5528:03 
Past students from all health disciplines give outstanding reviews for this subject, 
which for many was their introduction to the enormous potential offered by various 
health promotion approaches to positively influence communities’ knowledge and 
behaviour. 
Course coordinator:	 Sue Devine 
Tel: 07 4781 6110		 E-mail: sue.devine@jcu.edu.au 

Human Health and Environmental Change TM5514:03 
We are witnessing large-scale human impact on our atmospheric, terrestrial and 
marine ecosystems, and evidence suggests serious and worsening consequences. 
This multidisciplinary subject provides an understanding of the relationship between 
human health and the environment essential for public health practitioners. 
Course coordinator:	 Deon Canyon 
Tel: 07 4781 6107		 E-mail: deon.canyon@jcu.edu.au 

Human Parasitology TM5503:03 
This is the only postgraduate subject of its type in Australia and is especially recommended 
for health practitioners practicing in Indigenous communities in Australia and in developing 
countries. The approach is practical and includes clinical, laboratory and public health issues. 
Course coordinators:	 Rick Speare / Wayne Melrose 
Tel: 07 4781 6107		 E-mail: richard.speare@jcu.edu.au 
Tel: 07 4781 6175		 E-mail: wayne.melrose@jcu.edu.au 

Infection Control in Health Care Settings TM5555:03 
An excellent basis for health practitioners requiring training in infection control or established 
practitioners needing a refresher course. A focus on infection control in non-urban areas adds to 
the basic foundation of knowledge.  
Course coordinator:	 Rick Speare / Jane Connell 
Tel: 07 4781 4859		 E-mail: jane.connell@jcu.edu.au 

Infectious Diseases TM5002:03 
Provides a good grounding in the basics of infectious agents of significance to health practitioners in 
Australia, while informing of latest advances in knowledge. 
Course coordinator:	 Rick Speare 
Tel: 07 4781 6107		 E-mail: richard.speare@jcu.edu.au 

International Health Agencies and Development TM5552:03 
Students will be provided with information and skills in relation to designing and delivering health 
services in the developing country context in accordance with stated policies and frameworks of donor 
countries and international organisations. 
Course coordinator:	 Alan Hauquitz 
Tel: 07 4781 6106		 E-mail: alan.hauquitz@jcu.edu.au 

Managing Effective Health Programs TM5541:03 
This popular external subject provides practical measures and techniques for enhancing the efficiency 
and effectiveness of primary health care programs for addressing community health needs. 
Course coordinator:	 Sue Devine 
Tel: 07 4781 6110		 Email: sue.devine@jcu.edu.au 
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Amy Neilson
Resident Medical Officer

Royal Brisbane and 
Women’s Hospital

Brisbane, Queensland
 

Master of Public Health and 
Tropical Medicine 

Expected Graduation December 
2008

My involvement with the 
SPHTM&RS has allowed 

me to pursue my interest in 
International public health 

concurrently with my early 
medical training.

I was attracted to the School’s 
wide range of subjects and 
the flexible delivery of the 

MPH&TM program at JCU. A 
veteran of three universities, 

I have never previously 
experienced the level of 
support, friendliness and 
encouragement provided 
by the administrative and 

academic staff of the 
Anton Breinl Centre.  The 

staff are genuinely 
excited about both 

research and teaching, 
and are actively involved 

in the fields about 
which they teach.  

I was surprised to 
find the flexibility 
that the MPH&TM 

coordinators 
advertise is very 
real.  It made all 
the difference to 
my involvement 
in this program 
– allowing me 
to study at my 
own pace and 

convenience 
concurrently 

with my 
MBBS and 
then junior 

doctor 
years.    
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Medical Entomology TM5518:03 
Arthropod vectors, such as mosquitoes, flies and ticks, transmit diseases to one billion people each year, 
with associated mortality of many millions of people. Eradication and control efforts have succeeded to 
some degree but many diseases are emerging or re-emerging on a global scale. Successful public health 
practice in the future will demand an increased understanding of the relationship between human health 
and arthropod vectors. 
Course coordinator:	 	 Deon Canyon 
Tel: 07 4781 6107		  Email: deon.canyon@jcu.edu.au 

Nuclear Energy and Public Health TM5561:03
Ionising radiation has strong positive and negative aspects in society. This subject examines ionising 
radiation from the public health perspective dealing with the basics of physics and history, strategies 
to manage exposures to ionising radiation at the personal and population level, therapeutic uses, pros 
and cons of industrial use, misuses in war and terrorism, and global strategies to control misuse. 
The subject is targeted for public health professionals, decision makers in the nuclear industry and 
security personnel.
Course coordinators:	 John Whitehall / Rick Speare 
Tel: 07 4781 6107	 Email: marcia.croucher@jcu.edu.au 

Occupational Health TM5540:03
This subject focuses on the practice of occupational health within national and international 
frameworks. It explores the impact of the occupational environment on health, including public 
health, and reviews various occupational health hazards in industry. Possible strategies for the 
management of occupational health issues are also examined.
Course coordinator: 	 Peter Leggat
Tel: 07 4781 6108	 	 Email: peter.leggat@jcu.edu.au

Project TM5527:03 
An opportunity for new researchers to conduct a literature review of peer-review journal 
publication standard, on an approved topic in public health and tropical medicine. 
Alternatively a research project on an approved topic, which meets the requirements of 
a publishable research report could be conducted. 
Course coordinator:	 Peter Leggat 
Tel: 07 4781 6108	 E-mail: peter.leggat@jcu.edu.au 

Public Health and Bioterrorism TM5558:03 
This subject will provide a broad geo-political and historical understanding of 
bioterrorism. It will provide an overview of the knowledge, skills and attitudes 
necessary to manage a program of bioterror preparedness that focuses on 
information dissemination and educating the public. 
Course coordinator:		 Wayne Melrose / Deon Canyon 
Tel: 07 4781 6175	 	 Email: wayne.melrose@jcu.edu.au 

Public Health Economics TM5526:03 
This subject includes an introduction to economic principles as they apply to health 
systems.  The principles discussed include concepts of supply and demand in free 
market/oligopoly and monopoly environments.  Utility theory, elasticity, cost theory, 
the demand for health services, and market failure are also covered.  Special topics 
vary by year and have addressed health insurance, casemix, economic evaluation, 
allocation of resources, and expenditure for Indigenous health services. 
Course coordinator:	 Alan Hauquitz 
Tel: 07 4781 6106	 	 Email: alan.hauquitz@jcu.edu.au 

Public Health Leadership and Crisis Management TM5563:03 
This subject provides the skills, knowledge and awareness to assist health 
professionals in dealing with crisis events of varying magnitude and scope. The 
importance of self awareness in identifying and addressing crisis leadership 
strengths and challenges is emphasized. Students will leave with new and 
improved knowledge, awareness and skills, and extensive resources. 
Course coordinators:	 Deon Canyon / Peter Aitken 
Tel: 07 4781 6107	 	 Email: deon.canyon@jcu.edu.au 
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Public Health Management TM5513:03 
To manage efficiently in the public health arena, it is essential to have a good 
grasp of management theory and skills as they pertain to public health. Topics 
include: system theory, objectives in management, project management, risk 
analysis, strategic analysis, quality improvement and management control 
systems. Team work and conflict management skills will be improved through 
experiential learning. 
Course coordinator:	 Alan Clough / Alan Hauquitz  
Tel: 07 4781 6107		 Email: marcia.croucher@jcu.edu.au 

Qualitative Research Methods TM5524:03 
Public health professionals increasingly appreciate the importance of qualitative 
research methods.   This subject tackles all stages of conducting qualitative 
research, and covers important additional topics including validity in qualitative 
research; theory and methodology, and subjectivity. 
Course coordinator:	 Peter d’Abbs 
Tel: 07 4050 3661		 Email: peter.dabbs@jcu.edu.au 

Refugee Health TM5536:03 
The health of refugees and migrants is an increasingly important international public 
health issue. This dynamic subject presented in partnership with the Nobel Peace 
Prize winning non-governmental agency, MSF deals with this problem, its causes, 
consequences and management in depth. This subject is an ideal preparation for health 
professionals contemplating working in the refugee health field.  As there is a quota it 
is important to enrol early.  
It is strongly recommended that Epidemiology be completed prior to Refugee 
Health. 
Course coordinators:	 Jane Connell / Rick Speare 
Tel: 07 4781 4859		 Email: jane.connell@jcu.edu.au  

Reproductive Health in Developing Countries TM5562:03
The health of women and neonates in developing countries remains a neglected area, and 
in this time of a booming humanitarian aid industry more and more health professionals from 
developed countries are travelling to developing countries to work.  This subject aims to teach 
methods and skills that are appropriate and evidence based, in the areas of sexual health, 
health of pregnant, labouring, delivering and postnatal women, and the health of neonates.  It 
also aims to introduce the students to some of the challenging situations they may face in the 
field such as illegal/induced abortion, female genital mutilation and sexual violence, and provide 
theoretical and practical information to assist them in the field.
Course coordinators:	 Jane Connell / Rick Speare 
Tel: 07 4781 4859		 Email: jane.connell@jcu.edu.au

Rural and Remote Environmental Health TM5550:03 
A multidisciplinary community-based subject that will equip health professionals working in rural, 
remote and Indigenous communities to influence, plan and manage environmental health risks. 
Course coordinator:	 Deon Canyon 
Tel: 07 4781 6107		 Email: deon.canyon@jcu.edu.au 

Social Science in Public Health TM5506:03 
In this subject students will be provided with a conceptual and theoretical foundation for studying the 
ways in which social and cultural factors influence the incidence and understanding of, and societies’ 
responses to, health and illness. 
Course coordinator:	 Peter d’Abbs 
Tel: 07 4042 1608		 Email: peter.dabbs@jcu.edu.au 

Theory and Practice of Public Health TM5554:03 
Celebrate the diversity of disciplines that form the foundation of public health. This subject provides an 
excellent synopsis of the roots and evolution of public health. The overview of tools available to public 
health practitioners will provide students with an appreciation of the skills needed to practice effectively 
in the complex local and international environment. 
Course coordinators:	 Rick Speare / Adrian Miller / Alan Hauquitz
Tel: 07 4781 4910		 Email: adrian.miller@jcu.edu.au 
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Training Primary Health Care Workers TM5519:03 
Examines international and Australian experiences and approaches to the training of primary health 
workers, including Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Health Workers.  Topics covered include:  adult 
education, learning styles, purposes of education including competency-based training and teaching 
for social change; numeracy, instructional design including needs analyses, working from competency 
documents, developing learning outcomes, effective teaching, assessment techniques and evaluating 
educational programs. 
Course coordinator:		 Maggie Grant 
Tel: 07 4781 6819	 	 Email: maggie.grant@jcu.edu.au 

Travel Medicine TM5512:03 
Travel medicine is one of the fastest growing clinical specialities. Students who enrol in this subject 
will complete a series of modules including travel vaccines, malaria prophylaxis, diagnosis and 
treatment, travelling with pre-existing illness/conditions, general and extreme travel hazards, illness 
in returned travellers and key travel health research issues. 
Course coordinators:	 Peter Leggat / Rick Speare
Tel: 07 4781 6108	 E-mail: peter.leggat@jcu.edu.au 

Tropical Medicine TM5501:03 
JCU offers one of the foremost Tropical Medicine courses worldwide. Subject experts cover 
the aetiology, diagnosis, management and prevention of tropical diseases of global significance, 
with special reference to Australasia and South East Asia. 
Course coordinators:		 Peter Leggat / Rick Speare 
Tel: 07 4781 6108	 	 E-mail: peter.leggat@jcu.edu.au 

Tropical Paediatrics TM5534:03
This subject gives special emphasis to exotic tropical diseases and those affecting 
Indigenous Australian children in remote areas.   Demographic and epidemiological 
characteristics of children in tropical countries.  Determinants of child health in tropical 
climates. Prevention and management of major childhood tropical diseases including 
examination of major helminthic, protozoan, rickettsial, bacterial, viral, fungal, nutritional, 
psychiatric and social diseases.  Aboriginal and Torres strait Islander paediatric health 
issues such as haematuria, rheumatic fever and anaemia are also covered.
Course coordinators:	 John Whitehall / Rick Speare 
Tel: 07 4781 6107	 E-mail: marcia.croucher@jcu.edu.au

Tropical Public Health TM5502:03 
This distance-mode subject introduces the general principles of tropical public 
health and the basic concepts of health policy, health advocacy, disease control, 
health promotion, and addiction studies. Specific attention is focused on food-
borne diseases, soil-transmitted and intestinal helminthiasis, and arthropod-borne 
diseases. A particular emphasis is placed on successful public health programs 
including communicable diseases control, maternal and child health and nutrition. 
Course coordinators:	 Peter Leggat / Rick Speare 
Tel: 07 4781 6108	 	 E-mail: peter.leggat@jcu.edu.au
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Important dates for study at JCU in 2008
3 March – 27 June	 	 Study Period 1 external and limited 
				    mode subjects
4 August – 28 November 	 Study Period 2 external and limited 
				    mode subjects

Census Dates 2008
4 April	 	 	 	 Study Period 1
5 September	 	 	 Study Period 2
Block Mode subjects	 	 By subject’s allocated census date	

New application closing dates
Coursework Programs
Semester 1	 	 	 December 2007 – however, late 
	 	 	 	 applications will be considered.
Semester 2	 	 	 June 2008 – however, late 
	 	 	 	 applications will be considered.

Deadline for payment of up-front fees
Australian and New Zealand students
Tuition fees for each subject must be paid by the subject’s allocated 
census date.

IT and Library Support
Remote access – this allows direct access to electronic journals. To obtain 
access contact the Library website: www.jcu.edu.au/libcomp

Postgraduate Student Association
Email: PSAadmin@jcu.edu.au  or  www.jcu.edu.au/stud/postgrad/

Accommodation
JCUs Accommodation Service at the Townsville campus can assist students 
find suitable accommodation. The Services website has application forms, 
useful information and handy links: www.jcu.edu.au/accommodation
Tel: Townsville (07) 4781 4148    International:  +61 7 4781 4148

Textbooks
For information and availability of prescribed texts, contact:  
textbuyer@bookshop.jcu.edu.au

Study costs
Information on fees is available at the following website:
www.jcu.edu.au/studying/entry/cost/indexfees.html. 

In  general, Australian students (coursework) have two options:
>>  �they can choose to pay their tuition fees up front and by doing so may be eligible to 

claim a tax deduction (if study is associated with their profession); 
>>  �they can defer payment by applying for FEE-HELP assistance through the 

Commonwealth Government. FEE-HELP information is given in the Financial 
Assistance section of the website above.

The School has a limited number of Commonwealth supported places available, and 
applicants should enquire at the time of enrolment.

International students need to contact the International Student Centre for fee 
information.

Other costs associated with study include the Student Association fee, textbooks and 
costs associated with residential/block mode course delivery.
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