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Unlock your Advocacy 



1. Know the Law 
2. Stick to the facts
3. Use the opening
4. Reflect objectively
5. Think about the audience – know the Court
6. Acknowledge that which is obvious
7. Courage

Rules of Advocacy



The Hon Michael Kirby

“But in bending the mind of another human being, with the 
power of legal decision, to arguments successfully addressed 
which turn the tide and lead to forensic triumph – there can 
be few moments of human activity so rewarding. Certainly, 
there are few vocations that offer such excitement. That is 
why the skills of the advocate must be sharpened and 
improved. To avoid the moments of despair. To multiply the 
moments of deserved exhilaration.”
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