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ROYAL COMMISSIONS ACT 1902 (Cth) 

SECTION 1A

































The Executive Minute described the DHS proposal in a series of dot points. Those dot points:

• retained the original features of the DHS proposal: 
o the application of PAYG data from 2010-13 to 866,857 customers via an online process 
o the transfer of the obligation on the recipient to ensure the record is correct by providing evidence to support their claim 
o the use of the ATO data as the trusted source/primary evidence not just the trigger for a compliance review 
o the estimated gross savings of $1.2 billion (to be agreed with DSS) 

• recognised that the application of the PAYG data to calculate fortnightly income and hence entitlement could not be relied on to produce accurate results by 
observing that: 

It [the use of the PAYG data] still provides a customer the opportunity to provide evidence to correct the calculation of entitlement should they choose 
to…
conveyed the effect of the 2014 DSS legal advice with the words “DSS has also advised that legislative change would also be needed to implement 
this initiative” 

• concluded with the statement, “As a result, we have been working with DSS on developing this proposal and will continue to do so.” 

THE EXECUTIVE MINUTE











Parliamentary Privileges Act 1987 (Cth) 

Section 16(3)

(3) In proceedings in any court or tribunal, it is not lawful for evidence to be tendered or received, questions asked or 

statements, submissions or comments made, concerning proceedings in Parliament, by way of, or for the purpose of:

(a) questioning or relying on the truth, motive, intention or good faith of anything forming part of those proceedings in 

Parliament;

(b) otherwise questioning or establishing the credibility, motive, intention or good faith of any person; or

(c) drawing, or inviting the drawing of, inferences or conclusions wholly or partly from anything forming part of those 

proceedings in Parliament.
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