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Acknowledgement of Country



Overview
1. Coroners Court of Queensland and the Queensland Coronial Legal Service

2. Therapeutic and counter-therapeutic impacts of the coronial system & accessing 
justice through the coronial process

3. Human Rights and the Coroners Court of Queensland

4. Case studies

• Inquest into the deaths of Doreen Langham and Gary Hely

• RHD Cluster Inquest

5. Questions



Coroners Court of 
Queensland and 
the Queensland 
Coronial Legal 
Service



Therapeutic and Counter-Therapeutic Impacts of 
the Coronial System

THERAPEUTIC 

•Invitation to provide information 
about loved one and concerns 
about circumstances of death

•Provided with draft findings for 
comment or to raise any concerns 
prior to receiving final findings

•Provided with as much information 
as possible when it is requested.

COUNTER-THERAPEUTIC

•Lack of understanding of the 
purpose and function of the 
Coroners Court and the rights of 
family members

•Lack of communication 

•Views not taken into account

•Time delays



Accessing justice 
through the 
coronial process

•Coroners may make comments 
(recommendations) on anything connected 
with a death investigated at inquest that relates 
to public health and safety, the administration 
of justice or was to prevent deaths from 
happening in similar circumstances in the 
future. 

•Recommendations made by Coroners are not 
required to be implemented by the agencies 
they are directed at.

Forcing systemic change



Human 
Rights and 
the Coronial 
System



Inquest into the 
death of Doreen 
Langham



RHD 
Cluster 
Inquest



Questions? 
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