
 

                                                                                                  

    

TropEco Sustainability Awards 2019 - Guidelines 
TropEco is calling for nominations for the ninth annual TropEco Sustainability Awards for James Cook University, 
to be held in Townsville on Tuesday 22nd October at 4pm and Cairns on Thursday 24th October at 4:30pm. A 
Singapore award ceremony will be held at a date to be advised pending results.  

The awards recognise and celebrate the JCU community’s achievements in sustainable activities and initiatives. All 
JCU staff and students are eligible for the awards. Students, staff, alumni and members of the general public are 
invited to attend the ceremony. 

Nominations can be made by any JCU employee, student or alumni and people may nominate themselves for an 
award. Groups of people, Colleges or Offices may also be nominated for all awards, except the TropEco Excellence 
Awards. 

This year there are five award categories open for nominations: 

• TropEco Excellence Award - Staff 
• TropEco Excellence Award - Student 
• Partnerships & Engagement 
• Campus Sustainability  
• Addressing the Sustainable Development Goals 

Three additional awards will be presented to staff Green Impact teams: 

• Highest accreditation 
• Highest scoring team 
• Special Award 

 

Green Impact and TropEco Interns certification 

All Green Impact teams and completed TropEco Internships will be presented with certificates as part of the 
awards ceremony. Green Impact teams and individuals and TropEco Interns are eligible to be nominated for all 
relevant TropEco Award categories in addition to their certification. 

Sustainable Development Goals 

JCU was the first University to sign the University Commitment to the Sustainable Development Goals in 2016, 
and is now working toward actioning the goals where relevant with learning, teaching, research, engagement, 
facilities, operations and governance. Award nominations should identify which of the Sustainable Development 
Goals their nomination addresses using the tick box section of the application. 

Learning in Future Environments Index 

The awards loosely align with the sustainability priority areas outlined in the LiFE Index – a sustainability 
benchmarking tool designed specifically for tertiary institutions that has been adopted by JCU. 

http://ap-unsdsn.org/regional-initiatives/universities-sdgs/university-commitment/
https://www.jcu.edu.au/tropeco-sustainability-in-action/sustainable-campuses/life-index


 

                                                                                                  

    

 

Nominate someone for an award 

Nominating someone is simple and can be done by filling out the online TropEco Sustainability Awards 2019 – 
Nomination Form or email tropeco@jcu.edu.au to request a word copy. 

Nominations close Thursday 10th October. 

For more information please contact tropeco@jcu.edu.au or call 4781 5060. 

 

Award Categories 

Nominations are called for the following award categories: 

The TropEco Excellence Award - Staff 

This award recognises a JCU staff member who has made a major contribution to sustainability at JCU in one or 
more areas in 2019. This is the premier staff award for sustainability achievements at JCU. 

The TropEco Excellence Award - Student 

This award recognises a JCU student who has made a major contribution to sustainability at JCU in one or more 
areas in 2019. This is the premier student award for sustainability achievements at JCU. 

Partnerships & Engagement 

This award recognises an individual or group who has engaged with and/or developed partnerships with the JCU 
or wider community to help promote a more sustainable environment and/or society. 

The LiFE Index describes this category as: Building meaningful and productive relationships and engaging with 
peers to facilitate sustainable outcomes and encourage innovation. These conditions are vital for creating change 
toward sustainable development. 

Sustainable Campuses 

This award recognises an individual or group who has contributed to a more sustainable JCU through improved 
operations, processes or infrastructure. 

The nomination should provide a brief summary of the activity or program and the outcomes in relation to their 
impact on creating a sustainable JCU campus. 

Addressing the Sustainable Development Goals 

https://forms.gle/3eiUWLtyfeCCXneJA
https://forms.gle/3eiUWLtyfeCCXneJA
mailto:tropeco@jcu.edu.au
mailto:tropeco@jcu.edu.au
https://www.jcu.edu.au/tropeco-sustainability-in-action/sustainable-campuses/life-index


 

                                                                                                  

    

This award recognises an individual or group who have contributed to addressing the Sustainability Goals through 
teaching, research or governance at JCU. 

The nomination should provide a brief summary of the activity or program, the SDGs it addresses, the outcomes 
of the program, and how they support JCU’s commitment to the SDGs. 

 

Evaluation criteria 

A panel of judges nominated by the JCU Sustainable Development Working Group and the TropEco team will 
assess the award submissions using the following criteria: 

• Overall Impact – What was the overall impact of the person/group’s contribution to sustainability at JCU 
in 2019 in relation to the award category? 

• Scope – How broad was the person/group’s contribution to sustainability at JCU in 2019 in relation to the 
award category (e.g. scope of impact across social, environmental, cultural and financial areas)? 

• Innovation & initiative – What level of innovation and initiative was shown by the person/group in their 
activities to enhance sustainability? 

• Results – Rate the effectiveness of the results already achieved by this person/group’s activities. 

• Relevance – How relevant is this initiative to the award category description? 

The judging panel may choose to award highly commended certificates to nominations that are deemed to be of 
high quality but do not win the award category. All decisions of the judging panel are final and no correspondence 
will be entered into regarding the outcomes of the awards. 

http://ap-unsdsn.org/regional-initiatives/universities-sdgs/university-commitment/

