
Wildlife Disease Association Australasia 

Experience the �ft\NG TMW in Victoria's majestic high country with an exciting wildlife 
health scientific program at Falls Creek. 

Join the conversation about the intersect of [CO�GY and WllDUf[ RrALrn, managing health in 
[NDANG[t[D �f[CI[� and wildlife disease in MOUNTAIN LAND�CAf [t 

Be part of our scene. f UlL l[Gl�TlATION includes accommodation at Howman's Gap YMCA, 
meals, a field trip and our traditional evening functions. This year's fl[LD Tllf� 
include cross country skiing and snowshoeing (if the snow is still around) as well as 
more laid back food and wine, flora and history tours. 

As a member of the tCO�G\CAl WCl[ TY Of AuntAUA or the AU�TtALA�IAN WILDUf[ MANAG[M[NT �OC\UY, 
you can join us at WDA member rates. 

Get your At�TlACT to us by 23rd June, 2017. Be prepared for a fun, cold and possibly 
�NOWY conference. Find out more here. 

Register and submit abstra�ts now at wdaa2017.exordo.com

Keep up-to-date at www.facebook.com/wdaa.fallscreek2017

Con�act us at wdaa.fallscreek2017@gmail.com

wdaa2017.exordo.com
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WDAA 2017 Conference - Falls Creek (24-29 September) 


Registration: wdaa2017.exordo.com  


This year’s conference is in the beautiful Victorian Alps, with the conference facility at Howmans Gap Alpine 
Centre in the Alpine National Park, near Falls Creek. 


    


 


The overarching theme for our conference this year is the “Intersect of Ecology and Wildlife Health”, and so 
we’d like to invite particularly cordially our ecologist friends with an interest in wildlife health! Therefore, 
this year, member registration prices are available not only to WDA members, but also to members of ESA 
(Ecological Society of Australia) and AWMS (Australian Wildlife Management Society).  


As every year, full conference registration includes accommodation at the conference facility site (mostly 
dormitory style but there are some smaller rooms), as well as all your meals. This year, full registration also 
includes all functions, including the conference dinner and field trip on Tuesday.  


The Victorian Alps and Alpine National Park contain some Australia’s highest peaks, including the majestic 
Mt Bogong (1986 m) and the elegant Mt Feathertop (1922 m). Several rare mammals inhabit this area, 
including the endangered mountain pygmy possum, broad-toothed rats, brown and dusky antechinus, bush 
rats and lesser long-eared bats. Within a one hour drive is also Mt Buffalo National Park where you can climb 
to the top of the Horn and admire the many granite boulders and peaks strewn across the landscape. One 
of the highlights of the high country are the beautiful snow gums, and although many were decimated in the 
2003 and 2006/7 bushfires, the landscape is now slowly recovering and in September you will still be lucky 
enough to see them in their winter colour best.  



https://wdaa2017.exordo.com/





 


Our conference is just at the end of the declared snow season in Victoria, which means that we may be 
able to explore the high country in cross country skis or snow shoes – however, snow conditions can be 
highly unpredictable, so there is also a chance that hiking shoes will be more appropriate. Remainders of 
snows on the peaks are most likely, though, and it will almost certainly still be quite cold, with 
temperatures in September typically ranging from    -1°C to 5°C. So prepare yourself for a wintery 
conference!! 
 
If you, or your accompanying family members or friends are looking for some non-conference activities 
nearby, there is a downhill mountain park at Mt Beauty, extensive mountain biking tracks in nearby Bright, 
a fantastic 116km rail trail (Murray to the Mountains Rail Trail) from Wangaratta to Bright and lots of 
opportunity for hiking – and plenty of culinary and vinicultural delights. It’s an area full of history, with 
Beechworth formerly at the centre of the gold rush, including an old blue-stone gaol cell in which Ned Kelly 
once awaited trial.  
 
Call for presentations: 
 
Submission of abstracts of presentations is now open, please submit your abstract by Friday 23rd June. We 
encourage all conference participants to present – including students. It’s a great opportunity to present in 
front of a friendly and supportive group. Presentations are 14 minutes (12 minutes presentation and 2 
minutes for questions). Late registrations will be accepted, but you will make organisation much easier by 
registering before 1st September, please.  
 
Abstracts must be submitted through our conference registration website: wdaa2017.exordo.com  
When you first access the website, you need to create an account; conference registration is through the 
same website. 
 
Contact for the conference in regards to registration, presentations or other enquiries is by email to:  
wdaa.fallscreek2017@gmail.com  
 
For other background information regarding the conference facility and area see: 
http://www.camps.ymca.org.au/locate/howmans-gap.html 
http://parkweb.vic.gov.au/explore/parks/alpine-national-park  
 
Registration: 
 
As mentioned above, please register through wdaa2017.exordo.com ; if you have any problems, please 
don’t hesitate to get in contact. It is the first time we are using this software, but it will make organisation a 
lot more straightforward (we hope). You will have to create an account the first time you log in, but then it 
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will allow you to submit your abstract, register, purchase extra tickets for trips and social functions and 
pre-order your T-shirt. 
 
This year, your full conference delegate registration will include accommodation and meals (as per usual), 
however, it also includes the Tuesday field trip and all social events. You will, however, need to purchase extra 
tickets for field trips and social events for accompanying adults/children. There are two day conference 
delegate options: Option 1 includes one night accommodation and one breakfast, all meals during the day of 
registration and social events (or field trip) on that day. Option 2 includes only morning tea, lunch and 
afternoon tea; the field trip is included if the day registered for is a Tuesday. Note that Option 2 does not 
include accommodation, breakfast, dinner or social events; extra tickets can be purchased for social events on 
the relevant day. 
 
Conference trips: 
 
Our field trips will take place on Tuesday, and we are spoiled for options this year! Options include: 


• Cross-country skiing *# (max 13 people) 
• Snow-shoe hiking *# (max 13 people) 
• Falls Creek hike * (max 13 people) 
• Mt Buffalo flora walk and talk (max 24 people) 
• Beechworth gold and history tour (max 24 people) 
• Milawa and King Valley food and wine tour (max 40 people) 


 
 
*These trips require warm, waterproof clothing suitable for below freezing temperatures 
#These trips are dependent on good snow conditions; in the event of inadequate snow, a guided hike will 
be provided as a substitute field trip. 
 
 
www.visitbright.com.au 


 


 
www.fallscreek.com.au                                                                                            www.explorebeechworth.com.au 


 
 
And to make it even better – the cost of your field trip is already included in your full conference 
registration. However, you do need to buy extra tickets for accompanying adults/children, and if you are a 
day delegate without accommodation (Day Delegate - Option 2 in registration). 
 
 
 



http://www.fallscreek.com.au/





Getting to Howmans Gap Alpine Centre  
 
The Howmans Gap Alpine Centre (YMCA) is located about 4km before Falls Creek on the Bogong High 
Plains Road.  
 
By car 
It is approximately 4.5 – 5 hours driving from Melbourne, via Hume Freeway, the C522 through Oxley and 
Myrtleford, then through Pretty Valley, Mt Beauty and from there onto the Bogong High Plains Road. 
 Coming from Sydney, it’s 7-7.5 hours driving, via the Hume Freeway to Wodonga, then the C531 via 
Kiewa and Dederang, Mt Beauty and from there onto the Bogong High Plains Road. 
 
If you would like to car share, and either need a ride or can take passengers, please email us on 
wdaa.fallscreek2017@gmail.com and we will try to put you in touch with a suitable person(s).  
 
By train/bus 
The Falls Creek Coach Service runs a winter service from Melbourne to Howman’s Gap, as well as from 
Albury to Howman’s Gap Service (suitable for those planning to take a train from Sydney to Albury) – for 
more details please see www.fallscreekcoachservice.com.au. Please confirm with the company directly 
that the service you require is available for the dates you require.    
 
 
Accommodation 
You need to bring your own sheets, blankets/sleeping bags, pillows and towel. Please let us know if you 
have specific sleeping requirements (wdaa.fallscreek2017@gmail.com); we will try to help, but are limited 
by the types and numbers of rooms available to us. 
 
Remember that it will be cold – so bring warm clothing (including beanies, gloves, thermals, winter jacket 
etc). 
 
 
Catering 
Please make sure you put down any dietary requirements during the registration process. 
 
 
T-shirts 
 
We will have amazing bamboo T-shirts with the conference logo (see mock up below). Please pre-order 
your T-shirt at a special pre-conference price of $35 before 31st August during registration. Orders will be 
taken during the conference, however, these will be at a price of $45 plus postage. 
 
We have available white and charcoal men’s and women’s T-shirts, in a range of sizes. 
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Women’s T-shirts will be in the same colours as the men’s shirts above, but in a fitted 
style.


Return to Conference Promotional Flyer here. 







