
Graduate Opportunities 
Graduates can work in a wide range of areas related to 
marine science including research, higher education, 
government, charities, marine tourism, conservation, 
fisheries/hatcheries and more. Job roles might 
include: 
 

• Research Scientist 
• Marine Biologist 
• Conservation Coordinator 
• Aquaculture Technician 
• Fisheries Observer/Manager 
• Policy Advisor/Officer 
• Environmental Consultant 
• Dive Operations Manager 

 
For further inspiration see: Marine Biologist Job Profile 

Further Study Options 
While a Master's degree isn't always required for all 
marine biology roles, it's generally recommended and 
often necessary for specialised or research-oriented 
positions, especially in academia.  

Postgraduate pathways at JCU include: 

• Master of Marine Biology 
• Master of Science (Majors: Aquaculture 

Science, Fisheries Science and Management) 

Career Relevant Experience 
Gaining career relevant experience alongside your 
studies is absolutely vital when pursing a career in 
marine science. Competition for roles is extremely high 
and a wide range of skills is often required by employers.  

Make sure to apply for internships, volunteering 
opportunities and develop your skills wherever 
possible. Look at job descriptions to determine what 
skill and experience you will require and set about 
developing them. In many roles diving experience is 
essential, while GIS, fieldwork, coxswain, coding and 
research experience are often highly valued.  

Top Employers 
The top employers for JCU Marine graduates are: 

• JCU 
• Australian Institute of Marine Science 
• Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority 
• CSIRO 

Also look for opportunities at organisations such as: 

• TropWater 
• Earthwatch 
• RummerLab 

Specific Job Websites 
• NRM Environmental Jobs 
• AIMS Jobs 
• Blue Jobs 
• Queensland Government Jobs 
• Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority 
• Ethical Jobs 

Recommended Skills 

Teamwork; Project Management; GIS; Scuba Diving; 
Data Analysis; Problem Solving; Observation; 
Communication (Written and Verbal); Flexibility;  

Graduate Career Portals 
Check out these sites for graduate programmes, 
graduate jobs, internships and placements: 

• Prosple 
• SEEK Grad 
• Smart Jobs 

JCU Careers Support 
The JCU Careers and Employability Team are here to 
support you during your studies and after you graduate: 

• JCU Careers Website 
• CareerHub (Book Careers Appointments Here) 

https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/marine-biologist
https://www.tropwater.com/
https://earthwatch.org.au/
https://rummerlab.com/
https://nrmjobs.com.au/about-us
https://careers.aims.gov.au/page.php
https://www.blue-jobs.com/
https://smartjobs.qld.gov.au/jobtools/jncustomsearch.searchResults?in_organid=14904&in_multi02_id=requirements.agencynumber&in_multi02=%2215457%22
http://www.gbrmpa.gov.au/careers
https://www.ethicaljobs.com.au/
https://au.prosple.com/
https://au.gradconnection.com/
https://au.gradconnection.com/
https://smartjobs.qld.gov.au/jobtools/jncustomsearch.jobsearch?in_organid=14904&in_exact_phrase_match=Y
https://www.jcu.edu.au/careers
https://careerhub.jcu.edu.au/s/jcu-australia


Volunteering Opportunities 
Look at the following links and organisations for further 
volunteering and work experience opportunities: 

Research 

• AIMS 
• Great Barrier Reef Foundation 
• TropWater 
• JCU Turtle Health Research Centre (The 

Caraplace) 
• RummerLab  
• Reef Ecologic  
• Reef Restoration Foundation (Facebook page) 
• EarthWatch 

Charity 

• OzFish 
• NQ Dry Tropics  
• Tangaroa Blue 
• Sea Turtle Foundation 
• Coral Sea Foundation 

Conservation/Sustainability 

• TropEco Interns  
• North Queensland Conservation Council 
• Australian Marine Conservation Society 
• Conservation Volunteers Australia 
• Marine Animal Stranding Response—Magnetic 

Island 
• Coastal Dry Tropics Landcare 
• Oceans2Earth 
• Wet Tropics Management Authority 
• CoExist 

Wildlife 

• NQ Wildlife Care 
• Wildlife Surrounds 
• Wildlife Preservation Society of Qld 
• Australian Wildlife Conservancy 

 

 

Aquaculture/Fisheries 

• Centre for Sustainable Tropical Fisheries and 
Aquaculture 

• Centre for Macroalgal Resources and 
Biotechnology (MACRO) 

• Marine and Aquaculture Research Facilities Unit 

Miscellaneous 

• Orpheus Island Research Station – Volunteer 
information 

• Greening Australia 

Further Employers/Job Boards 

The following Australian and overseas organisations are 
known to recruit Marine Science graduates, some of 
them also offering vacation programs:  

• ABARES  
• Bureau of Meteorology   
• Australian Fisheries Management Authority  
• Institute for Marine and Antarctic Studies (IMAS)  
• Queensland Government Department of 

Environment and Science  
• European Geosciences Union  
• Earthworks Jobs  
• Marine Careers USA  
• Woods Hole Oceanographic Institution  
• Marine Conservation Institute  
• Department of Wildlife and Fisheries Sciences 

Job Board  
• Marine Stewardship Council  
• North Pacific Marine Science Organization  
• Japan Agency for Marine-Earth Science and 

Technology  
• Environment Jobs UK  
• Association of Polar Early Career Scientists  
• WISE Oceans  
• Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission  

 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.aims.gov.au%2Fcareers%2Finternships&data=05%7C02%7Cross.logan%40jcu.edu.au%7Cabdb74391d9e4e051add08de62214da4%7C30a8c4e81ecd4f148099f73482a7adc0%7C0%7C0%7C639056092353737638%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=iyHaWZC9hxIIZk3gn156I8EowRKJKigE6wrtEs3NWaA%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.barrierreef.org%2Fyou-can-help%2Fvolunteer&data=05%7C02%7Cross.logan%40jcu.edu.au%7Cabdb74391d9e4e051add08de62214da4%7C30a8c4e81ecd4f148099f73482a7adc0%7C0%7C0%7C639056092353929669%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=QtY5KCdiyz8sz451LazDXzZuSw78hab9h%2FyAlQH%2Fahs%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.tropwater.com%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cross.logan%40jcu.edu.au%7Cabdb74391d9e4e051add08de62214da4%7C30a8c4e81ecd4f148099f73482a7adc0%7C0%7C0%7C639056092354263501%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=JFfxqZHS7M%2BqlfvQJiK%2BGK0J3Ooc7%2BtRAziufNCngNw%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.jcu.edu.au%2Fjcu-turtle-health-research&data=05%7C02%7Cross.logan%40jcu.edu.au%7Cabdb74391d9e4e051add08de62214da4%7C30a8c4e81ecd4f148099f73482a7adc0%7C0%7C0%7C639056092354164711%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=myWoWOHULQygXyi%2Fno%2BwsksXOeNmxfaY5nNrtUTF7D0%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.jcu.edu.au%2Fjcu-turtle-health-research%2Fthe-caraplace&data=05%7C02%7Cross.logan%40jcu.edu.au%7Cabdb74391d9e4e051add08de62214da4%7C30a8c4e81ecd4f148099f73482a7adc0%7C0%7C0%7C639056092354193416%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=m4bcQKKcevignBZSJSV1QR6QHiGfUR%2BuSMFmnMzmcDs%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.jcu.edu.au%2Fjcu-turtle-health-research%2Fthe-caraplace&data=05%7C02%7Cross.logan%40jcu.edu.au%7Cabdb74391d9e4e051add08de62214da4%7C30a8c4e81ecd4f148099f73482a7adc0%7C0%7C0%7C639056092354193416%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=m4bcQKKcevignBZSJSV1QR6QHiGfUR%2BuSMFmnMzmcDs%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Frummerlab.com%2Fjoin&data=05%7C02%7Cross.logan%40jcu.edu.au%7Cabdb74391d9e4e051add08de62214da4%7C30a8c4e81ecd4f148099f73482a7adc0%7C0%7C0%7C639056092354547085%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Ku0ikDtckbj6zh5Bz%2F%2BfklregCbu5P3xuM8eYBUcgmM%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Freefecologic.org%2Finternships%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cross.logan%40jcu.edu.au%7Cabdb74391d9e4e051add08de62214da4%7C30a8c4e81ecd4f148099f73482a7adc0%7C0%7C0%7C639056092353764652%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=JuBzJu6nuRD5DLjNClUfO6RrQGzak0wiC23biSqDDCc%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Frrf.org.au%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cross.logan%40jcu.edu.au%7Cabdb74391d9e4e051add08de62214da4%7C30a8c4e81ecd4f148099f73482a7adc0%7C0%7C0%7C639056092353785182%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=cXD1clLjD5Ewavu183lNRgENhXEzH97r9x6fq30fiwE%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Freefrestorationfoundation%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cross.logan%40jcu.edu.au%7Cabdb74391d9e4e051add08de62214da4%7C30a8c4e81ecd4f148099f73482a7adc0%7C0%7C0%7C639056092353804910%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=NYDKK%2BtxAeCCK8WwBD%2FkiFO0BZTc6yXFoI4Pz8xPcJI%3D&reserved=0
https://earthwatch.org.au/
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fozfish.org.au%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cross.logan%40jcu.edu.au%7Cabdb74391d9e4e051add08de62214da4%7C30a8c4e81ecd4f148099f73482a7adc0%7C0%7C0%7C639056092353889022%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=qDS28nJqbiB9kDXBtN3lSJzwF3zey4N8fzkG8u7wzMI%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nqdrytropics.com.au%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cross.logan%40jcu.edu.au%7Cabdb74391d9e4e051add08de62214da4%7C30a8c4e81ecd4f148099f73482a7adc0%7C0%7C0%7C639056092354457674%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=AeCNG8JKTvQKnGXeAy3a2Ntpt1esfMyOHZ28mT3D3UY%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftangaroablue.org%2Fvolunteer%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cross.logan%40jcu.edu.au%7Cabdb74391d9e4e051add08de62214da4%7C30a8c4e81ecd4f148099f73482a7adc0%7C0%7C0%7C639056092354504665%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=QhNsst8eYOMcFE1lRsmVBkdGszNDvqjXA35X5PX0JKM%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fseaturtlefoundation.org%2Fvolunteer&data=05%7C02%7Cross.logan%40jcu.edu.au%7Cabdb74391d9e4e051add08de62214da4%7C30a8c4e81ecd4f148099f73482a7adc0%7C0%7C0%7C639056092354077361%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=862ZarMnkro6e29gXSf5cZ3dvtlGSyUK4a0gGq71Rag%3D&reserved=0
https://coralseafoundation.net/
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.jcu.edu.au%2Ftropeco%2Fgreen-interns&data=05%7C02%7Cross.logan%40jcu.edu.au%7Cabdb74391d9e4e051add08de62214da4%7C30a8c4e81ecd4f148099f73482a7adc0%7C0%7C0%7C639056092354284218%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=FmogNTtxCaUIbCiQ%2FcBKPLTJkofIJ2tc%2BfE6xKD%2FpfE%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nqcc.org.au%2Flocal-conservation-volunteer-projects&data=05%7C02%7Cross.logan%40jcu.edu.au%7Cabdb74391d9e4e051add08de62214da4%7C30a8c4e81ecd4f148099f73482a7adc0%7C0%7C0%7C639056092354048199%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ZIV%2FNK%2Bdnjo2jseVLGgejy11vIN8pkTF43z65W3KbDY%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.marineconservation.org.au%2Fvolunteer%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cross.logan%40jcu.edu.au%7Cabdb74391d9e4e051add08de62214da4%7C30a8c4e81ecd4f148099f73482a7adc0%7C0%7C0%7C639056092354135116%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=6YgXENzxCAVzFxzEHx0eVw%2BsHNywe%2BWh8ss48J6mJWQ%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fconservationvolunteers.com.au%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cross.logan%40jcu.edu.au%7Cabdb74391d9e4e051add08de62214da4%7C30a8c4e81ecd4f148099f73482a7adc0%7C0%7C0%7C639056092354434646%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ZZFBOs9YnWJa6g5ejZhXeDyMye6l2a4crMlqMFwhpG0%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.desi.qld.gov.au%2Four-department%2Femployment%2Fvolunteers%2Fopportunities%2Fmarine-animal-stranding-responsemagnetic-island&data=05%7C02%7Cross.logan%40jcu.edu.au%7Cabdb74391d9e4e051add08de62214da4%7C30a8c4e81ecd4f148099f73482a7adc0%7C0%7C0%7C639056092353824828%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=LMCNAYQ2kqdk3Xp7vfEAMWq24mbF9%2F9oZniu%2FcPDb40%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.desi.qld.gov.au%2Four-department%2Femployment%2Fvolunteers%2Fopportunities%2Fmarine-animal-stranding-responsemagnetic-island&data=05%7C02%7Cross.logan%40jcu.edu.au%7Cabdb74391d9e4e051add08de62214da4%7C30a8c4e81ecd4f148099f73482a7adc0%7C0%7C0%7C639056092353824828%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=LMCNAYQ2kqdk3Xp7vfEAMWq24mbF9%2F9oZniu%2FcPDb40%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdtli.org.au%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cross.logan%40jcu.edu.au%7Cabdb74391d9e4e051add08de62214da4%7C30a8c4e81ecd4f148099f73482a7adc0%7C0%7C0%7C639056092353909186%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=9Sjs8u4fqQ6YG%2BSBnVYcP476cvZ89PkiEIbwmIKhxNo%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Foceans2earth.org%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cross.logan%40jcu.edu.au%7Cabdb74391d9e4e051add08de62214da4%7C30a8c4e81ecd4f148099f73482a7adc0%7C0%7C0%7C639056092354018788%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=hQUOL9tvH82WjzrUcA1cBdJT1fKZw9yfykerX6uTbTA%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.wettropics.gov.au%2Fvolunteer&data=05%7C02%7Cross.logan%40jcu.edu.au%7Cabdb74391d9e4e051add08de62214da4%7C30a8c4e81ecd4f148099f73482a7adc0%7C0%7C0%7C639056092354106455%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=YL8SyuURZjoUVktdceMEkeKj%2BtjgbI3zGAi6aUKnIQU%3D&reserved=0
https://www.coexistaus.org/join-a-collective
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nqwildlife.org.au%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cross.logan%40jcu.edu.au%7Cabdb74391d9e4e051add08de62214da4%7C30a8c4e81ecd4f148099f73482a7adc0%7C0%7C0%7C639056092353970358%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=4i2%2FQaZx2eVU%2Bi0R6XpyRA8i%2FOF6L8vch4nGzKkHSCU%3D&reserved=0
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