
A N D  Y O U T H

Domestic 
Violence



• Specialist Domestic Violence Youth Practitioner

• Ser vice area

• Why is a specialist practitioner necessar y? 

BIO



Legislation

• Domestic and Family Violence Protection Act 2012 (QLD) - Provides the legal 
framework for protecting victims and holding offenders accountable. 



• Domestic violence includes a wide range of behaviours that control or 
dominate someone or cause them to fear for their  personal safety or 
wellbeing. These behaviours may include:

• physical or sexual abuse

• emotional or psychological abuse

• economic abuse

• threatening behaviour

• coercive behaviour

• Domestic violence extends to children seeing violence, l ike their  parent 
being hurt,  being called names, things being broken or police arriving.

So what is Domestic and Family  Violence?



.

• a n  i n t i m at e  p e r s o n a l  re l a t i o n s h i p — t wo  
p e o p l e  ( re g a rd l e s s o f  g e n d e r )  w h o  a re,  o r  
we re,  a  c o u p l e,  e n g a g e d ,  m a r r i e d ,  i n  a  d e  
fa c t o  re l at i o n s h i p,  t h e  p a re n t s  o f  a  c h i l d  o r  
i n  a  re g i st e re d  re l at i o n s h i p  ( a  l e g a l l y  
re c o g n i s e d  re l at i o n s h i p  b e t we e n  t wo  p e o p l e  
re g a rd l e ss  o f  g e n d e r )

• a  fa m i l y  re l at i o n s h i p — t wo  re l a t i v e s  ( b y  
m a r r i a ge  o r  b l o o d ) ,  i n c l u d i n g  a  c h i l d  o v e r  
1 8 ,  p a re n t ,  s t e p c h i l d ,  s t e p p a re n t ,  b ro t h e r,  
s i s t e r,  g ra n d p a re n t ,  a u n t ,  u n c l e,  n e p h e w  o r  
n i e c e,  a s  fo r  s o m e  c o m m u n i t y  g ro u p s,  a  
p e r s o n  w h o  i s  n o t  re l a t e d  b y  b l o o d  o r  
m a r r i a ge  b u t  i s  c o n s i d e re d  a  re l at i ve

V I O L E N C E  I S  C O N S I D E R E D  D O M E S T I C  V I O L E N C E  W H E N  
A N Y  O F  T H E  B E H A V I O U R S  L I S T E D  P R E V I O U S LY  TA K E  
P L A C E  I N  A N Y  O F  T H E S E  R E L AT I O N S H I P S :

• a n  i n fo r m a l  ca re  re l at i o n s h i p — o n e  p e r s o n  
w h o  i s,  o r  w a s,  d e p e n d i n g  o n  a n o t h e r  p e rs o n  
fo r  h e l p  w i t h  d a i l y  l i v i n g  a c t i v i t i e s.  ( N o t e :  I t  
i s n o t c o n s i d e re d  ‘ d o m e st i c’ v i o l e n c e  w h e n  a  
p e r s o n  i s  a  p a i d  ca re r  u n d e r  a  c o m m e rc i a l  
a r ra n g e m e n t . )

• A  y o u n g  p e rs o n  ( u n d e r  t h e  a g e  o f  1 8 )  ca n n o t  
a p p l y  fo r  a  d o m e st i c  v i o l e n c e  o rd e r  a g a i n s t  
t h e i r  p a re n t s,  a n d  v i c e  v e r s a .

• Yo u n g  p e o p le  ca n  b e  re s p o n d e nt s  o r  a g g r i e ve d  
i n  DV  a p p l i cat i o n s

.



In youth DV matters:

• Focused on intimate personal relationships.

• Look at the YPs understanding of what an intimate personal relationship is.

• See SK (A Chi ld) v Commissioner of Queensland Pol ice & Anor [2023] QDC 65 for Morzone
KC DCJ’s discussion of relevant considerations in appl ications involving juvenile relationships 
( including what amounts to a “couple relationship”) at [58]- [68]. 

• It is an objective test and indicates the court ought not rely upon subjective perceptions of 
how the parties themselves view, def ine or describe the relationship (how the young people 
view their relationship). 



SK (A Child) v Commissioner of Queensland Police & Anor 
[2023] QDC 65

• [67] The evidence regarding the re lationship at i ts highest fa l ls wel l  short of a mature, stable and 
enduring “couple re lationship” within the meaning of s 18 of the Act.  Those legislative hal lmarks 
ref lect a re lationship that is wel l-establ ished beyond mere dating; i t  entai ls mutual respect, trust,  
communication, shared experiences, a deep understanding of one another, spending t ime together, 
mutual support and commitment, emotional intimacy and mature physical int imacy, mature 
emotional int imacy and commitment to a future together. The information before the court is 
insuf f icient and inadequate evidence to establ ish the requis ite degree of maturity in the re lationship 
between the two chi ldren. There is a dearth of evidence of the degree and level of trust between the 
chi ldren, or the level of their interdependence and commitment to each other, or frequency of 
contact, or exclusivity. It can be assumed that there is no f inancial interdependence, or shared 
property ownership or bank accounts. 

• [68] At best,  the re lationship between the chi ldren could be descr ibed as “puppy love” between two 
12-year-old chi ldren characterised by chi ldl ike enchantment and naivety, with occasional, f leeting, 
and shal low emotional connection based on l imited shared experiences, domination and immaturity.



Other elements

• Act of domestic violence 

• Necessary and desirable.



What is coercive control?

• Coercive control is  when someone uses patterns of abusive behaviour against another 

person. Over t ime this creates fear and takes away the person’s freedom and 

independence.

• NB: New laws in relation to coercive control: From 26 May 2025, coercive control wil l  be 

a cr iminal  offence in  Queensland i .e.  i t  wi l l  be i l legal  for  an adult to use abusive behaviours 

towards their  current,  or  former,  int imate partner,  family member,  or  informal (unpaid) carer 

with the intention to control  or  coerce them. 

• While only people over the age of  18-years-old can be charged with the coercive control  

offence,  i t  is  st i l l  possible for  people under 18-years-old to use abusive behaviours towards 

their  current,  or  former,  int imate partner,  family member or informal (unpaid) carer with the 

intention to control  or  dominate them.



Domestic Violence application life cycle

If the Respondent is a 
YP, their parents are 
also required to be 
served with a copy of 
the application.



Issues facing youth in the 



• Ingrid* recalls when her partner would "stalk my Snapchat maps" to track her location. 
He'd also text her friends to ask about her if  she didn't  respond to his messages fast 
enough.  

• "As he'd do that he'd say,  ' I 'm really sorr y.  I 'm just really worried, I  worr y about you',"  she 
says.

• Is  there anything problematic about this behaviour ? 

Scenario 1.



• The use of  technology for monitoring 
and sur veillance has become 
normalised and all  contribute to the 
idea that these behaviours are normal 
and acceptable.

• Ingrid's abusive partner framed his 
behaviour as concern, but it  was 
about control.



Scenario 2

• W h e n  M ay a an d  Jay  star te d  d at i n g ,  i t  s e e med  am az i n g .  A t  s c h o ol,  h e  w as  al w ays b r i n gi ng h e r  
p re s ents an d  g i v i n g  h e r  s o  m u c h atte n t i o n .  He'd  c o n stan tly  s ay  th i n g s l i ke,  " I  can ' t  sto p  th i n k i n g 
ab o u t  yo u ",  an d  " I  can ' t  i m ag i n e my  l i fe  w i th o u t  yo u ".  I t  d i d  s e e m a b i t  ove r  th e  to p.

• L ate l y,  Jay  h as  b e e n  w an t i n g to  k n ow w h e re M ay a i s  al l  th e  t i m e.  O n e  we e kend,  M ay a an d  h e r  f r i e nds 
we re  at  a  p ar ty  an d  s h e  p o ste d  a  p h o to  to  h e r  sto r y.  W h e n Jay  s aw  i t  h e  c o m p letely  b l e w  u p,  tex t i n g  
h e r  th i n g s l i ke " I  to l d  yo u  to  te l l  m e  w h e n yo u  go  o u t",  " w h y are  yo u  we ar i n g th at"  an d  ac c u si ng h e r  o f  
c h e at i n g.

• Jay 's  b e e n p re s suri ng  M ay a to  s e n d  n u d e s.  He  to l d  h e r  th at  i t  w as n ' t  a  b i g  d e al  an d  th at  s h e  wo u ld i f  
s h e  re al ly  l oved h i m .  M ay a d o e s n' t  w an t  to,  b u t  s h e's  s care d h e  w i l l  ge t  m ad  o r  b re ak  u p  w i th  h e r.

• M ay a n e ver  h an g s  o u t  w i th  h e r  o l d  f r i e nds any m ore b e cau s e Jay  d o e s n' t  l i ke  h e r  s e e i ng th e m . 

• Jay 's  b e h avi our  i s  an  exam p le o f  c o e rcive c o n trol .  T h e re's  n o  p l ac e fo r  c o e rcive  c o n trol  i n  a  h e al thy  
re l at i o nshi p.
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