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CENTRE FOR EDUCATION AND ENHANCEMENT

Developing your JCU 
Citation Nomination
Professor Rebecca Sealey, Dr Sherre Roy
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Acknowledgement of Country

I would like to show my respect for the Traditional Custodians of the Lands on which this 
meeting takes place.
Recognising their enduring ways of knowing, being and doing and their relationship to land 
and Country.
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Citation for Outstanding Contributions to 
Student Learning

oup to four (4) will be awarded

oWinners receive $2500 each and overall winner 

receives additional $2500 (a total of $5,000)
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JCU Process to apply for Citations

Prepare you 
application

Lodge with 
your ADLT for 

signature

ADLT will 
submit to 

EDQS

Selection panel 
ranks winners 

List sent to 
DVC E for 

confirmation. 

Winners 
announced 

L&T 
Conference 
(September)



JCU Citation timeline

College deadline
ADLT to advise 

nominees

Monday 21 July 2025
Nomination to Dean, 

EDQS via
edqs@jcu.edu.au



The Award Assessment Matrix
All categories are assessed against the AAUT Assessment Matrix…

• Positively impacted on student learning, student engagement or the 
overall student experience for a period of no less than three years. (two 
years for Early Career nomination)

• Gained recognition from fellow staff, the institution, and/or the broader 
community.

• Shown creativity, imagination and/or innovation.
• Drawn on the scholarly literature on teaching and learning to inform the 

development of initiatives, programs and/or practice.

https://www.jcu.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0009/2044674/2023-AAUT-ASSESSMENT-MATRICES.pdf


Positively impacted on students
• Positively impacted 

on student learning, 
student engagement 
or the overall student 
experience

• for a period of no 
less than three 
years. (two years for 
Early Career 
nomination)

not including time taken for identification of the issue, or for development or trial of any 
activity. 



Positively impacted on students
• Positively impacted 

on student learning, 
student engagement 
or the overall student 
experience

• for a period of no 
less than three 
years. (two years for 
Early Career 
nomination)

https://www.jcu.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0017/2043260/2.-Smith_written-statement.pdf
https://www.jcu.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0006/2043258/2.-McBain-Rigg_Written-statement.pdf

https://www.jcu.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0017/2043260/2.-Smith_written-statement.pdf
https://www.jcu.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0006/2043258/2.-McBain-Rigg_Written-statement.pdf


Gained Recognition

• Gained recognition 
from fellow staff, the 
institution, and/or the 
broader community.

• Colleagues within and across universities
• Professional body recognition/awards
• Employers/Placement Providers
• External Reviewers
• Media (Newspapers/Radio/TV)
• Invites to speak at Conferences



Shown Creativity
• Shown creativity, 

imagination and/or 
innovation.

• Novel for your 
discipline

• NOT just good 
contemporary teaching 
practice



Shown Creativity
• Shown 

creativity, 
imagination 
and/or 
innovation.

Zaf – systems – symptoms – storytelling 

Kerry - Demystifying multidisciplinary public health practice

https://www.jcu.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0017/2043260/2.-Smith_written-statement.pdf
https://www.jcu.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0006/2043258/2.-McBain-Rigg_Written-statement.pdf

https://www.jcu.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0017/2043260/2.-Smith_written-statement.pdf
https://www.jcu.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0006/2043258/2.-McBain-Rigg_Written-statement.pdf


Scholarly Literature
• Drawn on the 

scholarly 
literature on 
teaching and 
learning to 
inform the 
development of 
initiatives, 
programs and/or 
practice.



Scholarly Literature
• Connections 

between 
teaching 
philosophy and 
scholarly 
practice are 
articulated

https://www.jcu.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0017/2043260/2.-Smith_written-statement.pdf
https://www.jcu.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0006/2043258/2.-McBain-Rigg_Written-statement.pdf

https://www.jcu.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0017/2043260/2.-Smith_written-statement.pdf
https://www.jcu.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0006/2043258/2.-McBain-Rigg_Written-statement.pdf
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Your contribution to the quality of 
student learning...

What makes it award worthy?

In what ways is this more than 
good practice?
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What is your claim? 

Identify the ESSENCE of your contribution?  Can you do it in 
6 words? 

Making statistics fun. 
Building technologies for better student learning.
Developing professional identity of future scientists.
Reform through education in Indonesian Papua.
Sustained excellence in supporting doctoral students. 
Biomechanics excellence through authentic student engagement. 

What it is about your teaching approach, strategy or other practice 
that has the greatest impact on students and their learning? 

Capture 
people’s 

imagination



What is your claim?

Applications require a 25 word citation

Begin the proposed citation with the word FOR…
• For inspiring healthcare students to engage with challenging online content 

through active and differentiated pedagogy.
• For 'So - why does it hurt exactly?' Inspiring students to understand 

pathophysiology and develop clinical reasoning in undergraduate clinical 
nursing using a flipped learning model.

• For bringing the outsiders in: inspiring multi-campus regional and remote 
students in the nursing capstone to learn, connect and succeed.

Capture 
people’s 

imagination



Your 25 word citation statement

specifies the
• context,
• the discipline,
• the contributions to learning, 

and
• the impact.

(Kinash, 2021)

For 'So - why does it 
hurt exactly?' Inspiring 
students to understand 
pathophysiology and 
develop clinical 
reasoning in 
undergraduate clinical 
nursing using a flipped 
learning model



Citation Assessment Criteria 2025: 
Choose ONE only
1. Approaches to teaching and/or the support of learning that influence, 
motivate, and inspire students to learn.
2. Development of curricula, resources, or services that reflect a command of 
the field.
3. Effective assessment practices that bring about improvements in student 
learning, may have a focus on academic integrity or digital solutions, or any 
assessment strategies that bring about change.
4. Innovation, leadership, or scholarship that has influenced and enhanced 
learning and teaching and/or the student experience.

4 pages, 2 referees



For producing work-ready graduates by developing and 
implementing innovative best practice teamwork assessments, that 
motivate, inspire and retain students.

• What category do you expect the 
nominee has identified?

• Is the context clear?

• Is the contribution to student learning 
clearly indicated?

• Is the impact identified?

• What data do you expect to see to 
evidence the impact?

Categories
• Approaches to teaching 

and/or the support of 
learning

• Development of curricula, 
resources or services

• Effective assessment 
practices that bring about 
improvements 

• Innovation, leadership or 
scholarship
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How do you identify success?
What is your evaluation framework?
Example: program logic identifies and maps the intentional and sequential progression from a 
program’s actions to its intended results over time (Markeiwicz & Patrick, 2016, p. 36)

Sources of evidence that meet desired outcomes:



Let's talk about evidence

• Evidence of the challenge
• Evidence that what you did in response, worked [over a three 

year period at least]
• Evidence of a process of evaluation/reflection/continuous 

improvement
• Evidence of recognition
• Evidence of scholarly approach/es



Forms of evidence

SEST scores
• the question stems specifically align to the claims you are making, and 

you have included the Likert scale maximum, response sizes and ratios, 
as well as measures of central tendency (presented in plain, generic 
language)

Quotations
• the content is directly relevant to the specific approaches addressed in 

the statement (e.g. about specific learning activities and not overall 
comments about being the ‘best’ teacher) and that quotes are 
embedded in the text and not presented as sequential comment banks.

(Kinash, 2021)



Forms of evidence

Presentation
• Evidence is clearly presented,
• shows changes/improvements over time 

(e.g. as applicable to grade distributions, 
retention, engagement and other such 
learning factors),

• may need to be reformatted for clarity,
• Images, figures, or graphs labelled 

appropriately, and
• spatially connected to the approach.

(Kinash, 2021)



The nomination statement [overall]

• Is consistent with your 25 word citation statement
• Creates a compelling, descriptive, in-depth view of what 

your students are doing to learn (i.e. what the student learning 
approaches look like).

• Clearly articulates your philosophy of learning and teaching, 
and this philosophy is cohesive with your approaches.

• Has a clear narrative and student learning at the centre
• Your statement is more about your students and their learning, 

and less about you and your teaching

(Kinash, 2021)



Structure your nomination statement

• Context first – your students, your discipline, length of time (avoid 
subject codes and acronyms)

• The problem/issue you faced [evidence]

• Your solution – and why it is unique

• The sustained impact [evidence]
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I think presentation of evidence to clearly make one's case or tell their 
story is really important. Common problems include lack of appropriate 
evidence; not being clear about what the evidence goes to; or 
positioning evidence in the wrong place so that it is not clearly related 
to the story being told.

Know the value of evidence about good teaching and different ways to 
evaluate your teaching outside of institutional student surveys. 

Comments from AAUT assessors:

Professor Shelley Kinash: Creating winning applications from AAUT 2021 briefing session series

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v7CwSRaH0JY&list=PLBcVgFt8nQv5fqfSf8iEWTJWpUCO62giM&index=4


Writing the nomination

• Read the past national citation winner nominations on the EDQS 
website as examples and for inspiration

• First person (except citation [25 wds] or synopsis)
• Active voice
• Approachable language
• YOUR voice
• Write abundantly, edit thoroughly (the 1/3 rule)
• Keep students and student learning front and centre
• Follow the formatting instructions – there is no forgiveness

https://www.jcu.edu.au/centre-for-education-and-enhancement/pd-and-recognition/awards-and-citations/olt-citations-for-outstanding-contributions-to-student-learning/recipients-of-national-teaching-citations
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• Shows a passion for the subjects and the students
• Is engaging! Reading an excellent nomination should be 

energising!
• Creates an effective narrative of the development of innovative 

strategies 
• Wisely integrates evidence – from a range of sources – including 

numerical data where possible
• Shows a sustained impact using a range of evidence
• Demonstrates how the nominee excels beyond the standard 

requirements of the job

Features of a strong award nomination



Referees

• Referee statements speak clearly and positively to your chosen 
criterion

• Ask - provide a draft for the referee to edit



What now?
Work with your ADLT

READ
• Information session slides
• AAUT Recipients citation nominations 
• The Citation Application Guidelines
WATCH
• AAUT 2022-2023 Writing a successful Citation nomination session or
• AAUT 2024 Writing a successful Citation nomination session

https://www.jcu.edu.au/centre-for-education-and-enhancement/pd-and-recognition/awards-and-citations/olt-citations-for-outstanding-contributions-to-student-learning/recipients-of-national-teaching-citations
https://www.jcu.edu.au/centre-for-education-and-enhancement/pd-and-recognition/awards-and-citations/jcu-citations-for-outstanding-contributions-to-student-learning
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qtoxKwCptVE&list=PLBcVgFt8nQv7C9q2vk9EjW4vQfh6wtd6D&index=1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yUS0Lsk08QE
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