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Issue: Modern Slavery
What is Modern Slavery?

• No globally agreed upon definition of modern slavery

• Umbrella term: human trafficking, forced labour, child labour, forced marriage, debt 
bondage, removal of organs and other slavery-like practices

• In 2016 - 40.3 million men, women and children trapped in slavery

• 71% women and girls

• 25 million in forced labour, 15 million in forced marriages

Men & boys Women & girls

29%

71%
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25M
Forced 
labour

15M
Forced 

marriage

Forced labour

64% ASSOCIATED WITH 
SUPPLY CHAINS AND 
PRIVATE SECTOR: i.e., 
the items we buy!

17% state-
imposed

19% sexual 
exploitation

Source: Mekong Club, 2019

40.3 million in slavery

Issue: Modern Slavery
What is Modern Slavery?
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• All over the world

• Most prevalent in Africa, Asia and Pacific region (Global Slavery Index, 2019)

• Generally in countries with lax labour laws

• However, also in Australia – nail salons, migrant labour, seasonal farm work, 
prostitution (Hidden in Plain Sight, 2017)

• 15,000 people in slavery in Australia in 2016 (Global Slavery Index, 2016)

• Australian Modern Slavery Act

Issue: Modern Slavery
Where does it exist?
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Source: Global Slavery Index, 2019, Mekong Club, 2019

Asia: 62 %

Issue: Modern Slavery
Where does it exist?
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List of products 
with identified risk 
of forced labour. 

Source: Global Slavery Index, 2019

Issue: Modern Slavery
Where does it exist?
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Imports of products at 
risk of modern slavery 
in Australia. 

Source: Global Slavery Index, 2019

Issue: Modern Slavery
Where does it exist?
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• Perpetuates the poverty cycle

• Loss of lives 

• Men, women and children are 
harmed

Problem
Why is it a problem?

Rana Plaza factory collapse, 2013. Over 1134 people died, 2500 
injured.

Source: The Guardian, 2013
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• Not doing a thorough check of suppliers/companies

• Driving prices down while expecting the same/more 
quantities of goods

• Suppliers try to and offset their losses by passing it 
down the supply chain

• Huge environmental cost

Problem
How do we contribute to the problem?
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• First MSA report due end of 2020 for JCU

• We are a university
✓ Innovation/ ideas that change the world
✓Practice what we preach – teach courses on human rights and sustainability
✓Raising the next generation of leaders

• Increased competition among universities

• Millennials and Gen Z, sensitive to hypocrisy

• Global business is not a zero sum game – we all lose in the long term

• JCU’s Statement of Strategic Intent, “Creating a brighter future for life in the Tropics…”

• Commitment to the Sustainable Development Goals

• QLD procurement policy

• Only 2 choices – do something about it or perpetuate the problem

Problem
Why should WE do something about it?



jcu.edu.au

11

Problem
Why should WE do something about it?

Source: Mekong Club, 2019
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• No easy fix

• Some suggestions – remember it is a STAGED approach

1. Low hanging fruit – short term wins 

2. Collaborate
✓Engage with the community – students, academics, NGOs

✓Work with the Procurement Team

✓Choose from Procurement approved suppliers 

✓Ethical and sustainable alternatives

✓Ask questions – don’t be satisfied with vague language

✓Use your influence for positive change – work together to fix the issue

✓Organisations such as Stop The Traffik, Fair Trade 

✓ Inspire your people, raise awareness

Solution
What can we do and how?

JCU sphere of influence
- 3519 suppliers used in 2018 ($190M)
- 680 of those are under contract 

($83M in 2018)
- JCU has a total of 8000 active 

suppliers in MyReqs
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• No easy fix

• Some suggestions – remember it is a STAGED approach

1. Low hanging fruit – short term wins 

2. Collaborate

3. Practice what we teach

4. Support businesses doing the right thing
✓Companies are aware of customer behaviour

✓Source fair trade, ethical made, environmentally 
responsible, local 

Solution
What can we do and how?

Source: LOHAS report, Mobium Group

“You tell us not to use our children to 
help on our farms and then you tell 
us you are going to pay us 40% less 
for our cocoa – how does that work?
We are not bad parents, we are just 
trying to survive” 
(Stop The Traffik, 2019)
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• No easy fix

• Some suggestions – remember it is a STAGED approach

1. Low hanging fruit – short term wins

2. Collaborate

3. Practice what we teach

4. Support businesses doing the right thing

5. Explicit procurement policies and principles

6. Buy LESS stuff, buy BETTER stuff
✓Lowest price should not be your only way to decide 

✓T-shirt should NOT cost less than your coffee! 

Solution
What can we do and how?
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• Some suppliers : For example, ETIKO

• Stop The Traffik’s website : many resources, videos, self assessment charts and 
links to other organisations fighting slavery in specific ways

Solution
Recommendations 
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Recommendations 
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• Some suppliers : For example, ETIKO

• Stop The Traffik’s website : many resources, videos, self assessment charts and 
links to other organisations fighting slavery in specific ways.

• Sustainable and ethical directories: Good on you app, Thread Harvest, Biome

• Baptist World Aid’s Ethical Fashion Guide, 2019

Solution
Recommendations 
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Recommendations 
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• Some suppliers : For example, ETIKO

• Stop The Traffik’s website : many resources, videos, self assessment charts and 
links to other organisations fighting slavery in specific ways.

• Sustainable and ethical directories: Good on you app, Thread Harvest, Biome

• Baptist World Aid’s Ethical Fashion Guide, 2019

• Engage with companies trying to do the right thing – help them grow

• Be flexible! 

Solution
Recommendations 
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• Q & A

Modern Slavery
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• Please feel free to contact me trisha.striker@gmail.com

• Display fair-trade hoodie, shirt and tote bags

• Ethical Fashion Guides to take

• Power of one

Modern Slavery

mailto:trisha.striker@gmail.com
https://vimeo.com/344022676

